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September is Suicide Prevention Month, but the issue deserves to be discussed more than one
month out of the year. Suicide is not easy to talk about, but it is necessary. It is the
second-leading cause of death among people ages 10-24, and the rate of suicide in that age
group has increased by 60% since 2007. The covid 19 pandemic only increased suicidal
thoughts and suicide attempts. Young people today struggle with anxiety, stress, depression,
and loneliness. Youth are going to be exposed to suicide. They might know someone who
considers or attempts it. They might have suicidal thoughts themselves. This is a topic that is
incredibly serious, but it is critical to discuss openly. We need to encourage people who feel
hopeless and who feel like they have no value in knowing they are God’s beloved children. As
the church, we must work to eliminate the stigma by understanding and advocating for mental
health awareness. Suicide is not just an issue for young people. Adults of all ages are dealing
with feelings of hopelessness and isolation. We need to provide people with resources to help
them to survive. Suicide is devastating, but with God’s help we can save lives and prevent
tragedy.
Our nation recently took an excellent step by creating a Suicide and Crisis Lifeline. Just like
for emergencies we all know to dial 911, you can now dial 988 and be connected to free and
confidential emotional support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. In order to have a healthy
dialogue about suicide, we need to understand some of the myths about suicide. Here are two
common ones.
Myth: Suicide only effects those with mental health conditions.
Fact: Not all people who attempt or die by suicide have a major mental illness. Relationship
problems and other life stressors such as legal issues, death of a loved one, a debilitating
illness, abuse and other crisis situations are associated with suicidal thoughts.
Myth: Talking about suicide is likely to encourage the act.
Fact: Talking about suicide not only reduces the stigma, but also allows individuals to seek
(continued)

help, rethink their options. Having honest discussions can
bring us greater compassion for people who are suicidal and
for families impacted by suicide.
We wonder if the words of faith are relevant with regards to
the issues of today, and we find these words of truth in the
ancient scripture found in Psalm 34.
The Lord is near to the broken-hearted. He hears the deep
cries of our hearts and promises to deliver us from hardship. Even people who love and follow
God will go through times of great pain and sorrow. Experiencing anguish through those
periods is natural. God knows and comforts us when we are crushed in spirit.
Our faith brings a message of hope and when we are in dialogue about this difficult topic, we
can begin to make a difference.
With Hope, Pastor Meg

COPING WITH THE CHALLENGING FEELINGS
SERMON SERIES

Beginning Sunday, August 14 and for several weeks
following, we will begin a summer sermon series
that works to answer the questions regarding how
we cope with difficult feelings like: Where is God when those
challenging feelings begin to take up way too much space in our minds
and hearts? How can our faith be helpful in coping with very real life
issues?
Join Pastor Meg as we explore healthy responses to the feelings that
either we are dealing with or that we see our loved ones struggling to
manage. Each week we will look at a different set of feelings which
often exist on a continuum.
• Fear and Anxiety
• Resentment and Jealousy
• Grief and Loneliness
• Guilt and Remorse
Summertime is the perfect time to step outside our regular worship
schedule and search for relevant answers to real concerns.
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GET EXCITED
AT HOPE CHURCH!!!
It is summertime, but there is still a LOT happening at Hope
Church through the end of 2022.
 Worship and Sunday School every Sunday. Sat. 8/13 & 9/10
Pantry Day, every second Saturday of each month, from
10—12; contact Tony F. or Cindy M. to see how you can help.
 Tues. 8/16 from 10-4:30, Camp Caring is back! Children and
preteens 4 to 12; register by 8/7 (form p. 11).
 Sun. 8/21 ~ Church Picnic at Fraser Park under a pavilion.
Save the date ~ bring a dish to pass. Sign-up sheet in the
Narthex.
 9/11—9/17 ~ McRest project . Contact someone from the
mission committee to help.
 Sat., 10/22, 4 p.m. Hope Church’s long-awaited 10-year
anniversary celebration! A worship celebration followed by
dinner.
 Sat. 10/29 ~ Trunk or Treat
 Sun. 10/30 ~ Budget Meeting
Please listen to the announcements at church, and see the
Beacon and Blasts for all the information. MARK YOUR

CALENDARS. Call or email the church for information
or if you have questions.
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PICNICS AND CELEBRATIONS

HOPE CHURCH PICNIC
We hope you will join us for lunch at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, August
21st (come after worship 11:30) at Fraser Park on Garfield Road.
The church will provide the fried chicken. A freewill offering will
be taken to help defray the cost of the picnic. Games will begin
after lunch. Please bring: lawn chairs, drinks for your family, and
a dish to pass, according to the alphabet list below. Paper plates and

plasticware provided.
A- E
F -J
K -O
P -T
U -Z

Fruit
Dessert
Salad (potato/pasta, etc.)
Vegetable
Snacks

Sign up by Sunday, August 14th. A sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex or
contact Sue in the church office, 586 296-8760, hopeucc4@gmail.com.
4

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTSAVE THE DATE October 22nd
We are excited to celebrate the
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF HOPE
CHURCH! We had to postpone the
celebration due to the pandemic, but now
we are ready to gather and give thanks!
On Saturday, October 22 at 4 pm, we will gather for a
worship celebration followed by a dinner. We are inviting our
congregation and friends along with members of the community,
other churches and town officials.

It is a wonderful opportunity to share what God is doing at
Hope and through Hope Church. Our theme for the celebration is
“Spreading Hope”. Please mark your calendar and watch for
more information in future publications.
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SPREADING HOPE
As Hope Church prepares to celebrate our
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY (a couple of years late)

We are asking everyone to join together for 10
weeks of spreading hope as we countdown to the
celebration on Saturday, October 22nd. Each
week, we’ll announce the upcoming ways we can
together spread hope.
The first week in August - bring a pet food item for the
Camp Caring kids to take to the shelter.
The second week in August - write a note to our
members who are homebound or in need of prayer
(listed in Beacon)

The third week in August - bring a school supply for kids
Be watching for upcoming ways
that together we can spread hope!
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HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS

THANK YOU
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the lovely recognition of my
ordination anniversary. I appreciate the words of
support and the cards. Thank you to the Board of
Trustees for their gift.
I have been blessed to serve at Hope Church and
look forward to continuing to share in ministry
with you. I’m excited to see where God will lead us
next!
Pastor Meg

Dear Church,
If you are approached by someone asking for
financial assistance, please refer the
individual to seek out Pastor Meg or contact
the church office. We have a variety of
options to help people in need.
We want everyone to feel comfortable and
welcomed at Hope, and the best way to do
that is to make sure we are coordinating
resources. Thank you for your understanding.
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HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS (cont.)
PICTURES OF CAMP CARING 7/12/22.
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR TUES. AUGUST 16TH. DEADLINE SUN. 8/7
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FAMILY PAGE
CAMP CARING ~
August 16

This is a summer program for children and
preteens. The purpose of this program is to help
kids grow in their faith and have fun while
serving others.
There was an all-day event in July and now one in August. We will have
a half-day version of the program for younger kids in case the entire
day is a bit too much. Grandparents, let your grandchildren know the
dates so they can mark them on the calendar. Kids are encouraged to
invite their friends, cousins and neighbors.
We did this program last year, and it was an action-packed day that
the kids really enjoyed. We will not host a VBS, so Camp Caring is
Hope Church’s summer event to help kids grow in their faith!
We will need volunteers to help make this program a huge success!
Mark your calendar for August 16!! (register by 8/7—see page 11)
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HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS (cont.)

Join Pastor Meg for this study. We will meet for this study in early
August and join the MI Conference Zoom discussion August 27-10 a.m.
Sat./August 28th-4 p.m. Sun. The book is available on Amazon or reach out
to her if you’d like her to order you one.

WE ARE THE CHURCH!
Pastor Meg is inviting children and teens to read
the Call to Worship. If you have a young person
in your family who would like to participate in
worship, please contact the church office. Pastor
Meg will write the material at your child’s
reading level. The children do not need to be
church members.
We also need teens or adults to read the scripture each week. If you
would be willing to serve in this capacity, please reach out to Pastor
Meg or the church office. We are the church together!
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HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS (cont.)
CONGRATULATIONS
To Grace and Brian Winters on the birth of
their daughter, Presley McKenzie Winters, on
July 8, 2022, 7 lb. 4 oz. Big brother is Easton.

ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS
JAN DOLLAND has moved. Her new address and home phone
is: call the church if you need.
DEBBIE EMMONS’ new phone number is: call the church if
you need.

Thank you, to all my friends at Hope Church, who have
sent cards, letters, flowers, or called during my recovery
from back surgery.
Your caring has helped me through the protocol that has
required me to be, mostly, on my back over the last twelve

weeks.
I am eagerly looking forward to rejoining the life of my
church family, soon.
Blessings,
Judy Cole
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GROUPS, ETC.
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

Summer is here so it is not too surprising attendance at the
17th meeting was low. However, the 9 faithful enjoyed
lunch and socializing. Our next meeting will be Monday Aug.
15th see you then, new starting time is 12 noon.
By the way, the definition of Senior is 50 years or older and anyone
looking for an afternoon of fellowship
PFLAG-CT cordially invites the congregation of Hope UCC to join in
the monthly support meeting. The meeting will be the last Tuesday
of the month. Hope has been so good to the chapter, and our mission is to support, educate and advocate for the LGBTQ community.
We want to give you the opportunity to join us and see what we're
all about. You can go to our website, PFLAGCT.org, fill out the form
and reference Hope UCC on there. This will put you on our email list and you'll
get notification of the meetings. You can email me directly to have the Zoom link
sent back to you. My email is yvonnetad@wowway.com, and again, please reference Hope UCC. Thank you again for your support for our chapter, stay safe and
healthy, and God bless you.
For August, the guest speaker is Phil Gilchrist from Macomb County Pride
who will be giving a rundown on all the events and vendors for October
Pride.
Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
We now have an opportunity to participate in the Kroger
Community Rewards Program. It's easy...all you need to
participate is an email address and a Kroger rewards card. Then all you need do
is shop at any Kroger store, swipe your rewards card, and a percentage of your
purchase will be donated to the Hope Church Operating Account. If you have
access to a computer, you may enroll in the program by entering http://
www.kroger.com into your browser and follow this path....Savings & Rewards....Kroger Community Rewards....I am a Customer....Account Summary....Community Rewards....our Kroger number (HS995). If you have questions
or concerns about this program, please call Susan Winters. If you haven’t
signed up, please consider doing so. Our last check was $90.60.
15

CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS

WE NEED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

Toilet paper, 2 in 1 shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, toothbrushes,
and women’s feminine products. We are well stocked with canned
green beans and corn. Please remember we are a food bank ~ we
only give out food, hygiene and cleaning products. Also please
kindly check expiration dates. Thank you for your continued support!
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.)

Submitted by: Karen Miller
www.MichiganHealthyLiving.com
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RIP MD CAMPAIGNS MIUCC UNITED IN LOVE JULY 2022
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COMMUNITY
ST. MALACHY SUMMERFEST
Please come to the Summerfest, Fri.—Sun.,
August 19-21:
• Great food
• Entertainment
• Fun things for kids to do
• Vendor tent
HOPE you can make it!!!!
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MEMORIALS*

The Power of Prayer …
Those that are
Homebound

DONNA CANU
By:

NANCY HORNFISHER
MARILYN JACKSON
DICK NOBIS
FAY SNYDER

Ed & Ida Eckert
Shirley Kirby
Debi Mastalski
Lourel Betts & Leigh Snyder
Jon Zalewski
RUTH FERGUSON

By:

Carol Troutman

IN HONOR OF
PASTOR MEG
By:

Jon Zalewski

*MEMORIAL GIFTS ARE
APPLIED TO THE BUILDING
FUND, ACCORDING TO OUR
BYLAWS. THANK YOU!!
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO ~ Audrey Moore on
the passing of her daughter, Terri Shannon, after a
long battle with cancer. Please send cards to Audrey.
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO ~ the Family of
Donna Canu who passed after a brief cancer
diagnosis/reaction to treatment. Please send cards
to: Erin Canu. The service will be on Sat.,
September 17th, 11 a.m., visitation 10 a.m.
OUR DEEPEST SYPMATHY ~ to the family of Mary Jane Masinick, who
passed away on 4/10/22. Her memorial service will be on AUGUST 6TH at
Hope Church, 1:30 p.m. Please send cards to Gail Schultz.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ...
Audrey Moore

HOPE CHURCH PRAYER LIST

Carol Brzoska

Our congregation knows that prayer is our

Nancy Burnham

tool for connecting to God.

Larry Carrico

pray in worship and we pray at home. Please

Together, we

check the prayer list in both the newsletter

Dolores Carrow

and the bulletin to help us keep our prayer

Joyce Clifford

requests current.

Judy Cole

You may contact the

church office to remove or add a name.

Nancy Cole

We also have a prayer sculpture in the

Jan Dolland

church lobby and you are welcome to write

B.J. Essen

a prayer request on a heart and hang in on

Jean Frank

the sculpture. When we lift our concerns in

Legoas Family

prayer, we will surely know the presence of
the Lord.

Marge Lentz

Please remember those on our Prayer List … with a

Jim Mackey

phone call, card, note and keep them in your

Bob Rayment

Thoughts & Prayers. For those who are silent

Bill/Elizabeth Rogers Family

with your concerns and needs, a special

Kirk Schoenherr

prayer for ALL of you to have the strength,

Linda Smith

courage and patience to deal with your individual situation.
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Birthdays for the Month of
September

Birthdays for the Month of
August

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

3 Ken Hess
4 Corey Anderson
Amber Cross
Jonathon Gartin
Makenzie Gartin
6 Janet Brown
7 Norm Nenninger
11 Nancy Michelson
Carol Reeser
12 Kathy Hacker
Susan Winters
16 Alexis Reeser
18 Cassadie Woodham
19 Shirley Hunter
24 Brielle Nielson
25 Sandra St. John
27 Kristin Miyamoto
28 Ryane Baker
30 Tony Fortunato
31 Lila Anne Molson

9
10
11
12
13
14

15

August Anniversaries
3
6
7
7
13
14

Carl and Elaine Frank
Daisy and Ron Katz
Jonathan and Stasi Gartin
Mark and Teresa Watmore
Mike and Nancy Kloska
Wayne and Kathy Hacker
Brad and Chrissy Lusk
16 Ed and Sue Rogers

16
17
19
20
22
24
25
28
29
30

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO ORDER ALTAR
FLOWERS
FOR THAT
SPECIAL DAY?

Lennox Roger
Debbie Emmons
Janet Frank
Bryce Patrick
Brad Lusk
Erin Drummond
John Bresnahan
Cindy Malinowski
Colin Cross
Christian Legoas
Ella Wegmeyer
Larry McCuen
Sammy Lusk
Jerry Hill
Mylie Nielson
Gabrielle Almquist
Karen McCuen
Jaden Miyamoto
Susan Rogers
Stasi Gartin
Amelia Hazelton
Arya Hazelton
Fay Snyder
Rylinn Yousif
Joyce Clifford
Kristen Lasecki-Webb
Steve Nielson
Jeff Atwood
Andy Frank
Denise Geml
Meghan Gill
Susan Grimshaw
Connor Frank
Marilou Hill
Alan Sarnowski
Jim Wilson
Easton Winters
Tyler Hess
Kim Atwood
Dick Nobis

September Anniversaries

Contact the church office
for the availability. One
arrangement per Sunday.
Cost is $20 per arrangement.
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2
3
14
17
20
21

Anthony & Andrea Luke
Evan & Lauren Yousif
Eric & Lisa Mackey
Greg & Sara Patrick
Grace & Brian Winters
Kent & Linda Stonebreaker

August 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

Thu Fri

4

5

Sat

6
Mary Jane
Masinick
Memorial Service
1:30
AA 7-8:30

7
8
HOLY
Hope
COMMUNION
Worship 10 a.m. Sparkles
Rsvp for Camp 11-12
Caring 8/16!!
14
15
Hope
Worship 10 a.m. Sparkles
11-12
Challenging
Seniors’
Feelings~Sermon
group
Series
12 p.m.
21
22
Worship 10 a.m.
Church Picnic at Hope
Fraser Park after Sparkles
worship/Lunch 11-12
12 p.m.
Challenging
Feelings~Sermon
Series
28
29
Worship 10 a.m.
Hope
MI Conf.
Summer Book Sparkles
Read 4 pm
11-12
Zoom
Challenging
Feelings~Sermon
Series

9
CMWC 12:30
BOT Mtg. on
Zoom 7 pm?
AA 7—8
16
CAMP CARING
10—7
AA 7—8

10

12

Hope
Sparkles
1-2
17

24
Hope
Sparkles
1-2

13
Pantry
10-12
AA 7-8:30

18

19

Hope
Sparkles
1-2

23
AA 7—8

11

20

AA 7-8:30

25

26

27
MI Conference
Summer Book
Read 10 am
Zoom
AA 7-8:30

30
PFLAG 7 pm

AA 7—8

31
Hope
Sparkles
1-2
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