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September always feels likes the beginning of something new. The summer is wrapping up and 

soon it will be pumpkin spice season. Our students and teachers are packing their backpacks and 

heading back to school. At the church each September, we welcome the choir and bells back to 

worship and we offer new opportunities to be the church.  

 

There is a beautiful song in our hymnal written in 1979 by Brian Wren, entitled “This Is a Day of 

New Beginnings”. “This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to 

believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that's gone.” 

 

This summer we have experienced profound loss with the deaths of loved ones. It is necessary that 

we remember and celebrate their lives as part of the healing process. We do believe what love is 

bringing, even when we cannot yet visualize it. 

 

“For by the life and death of Jesus, love's mighty Spirit, now as then, can make for us a world of 

difference, as faith and hope are born again.”  We have also witnessed “love’s mighty Spirit” as 

people across our nation have spoken up against division and violence. We will forever remember 

the true acts of faith and hope so freely offered. The Michigan Conference welcomes our new 

Conference Minister Rev. Lillian Daniels who brings fresh ideas and a commitment to unity and 

God’s extravagant love for all. 

 

Our Sunday school program is under construction, and we hope to soon have in place some new 

leadership. We remember and give thanks to Kristen our devoted Sunday school teacher. This 

summer we had two full days of Camp Caring where our children put their faith into action.   

 

As the next verse of the song reminds us, “Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share 

what love can do. This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.” Exciting 

things are happening a Hope Church! We have welcomed visitors each week to worship. We will 

have a new member class in mid-September. In October, we will celebrate our Ten Year 

Anniversary (2 years late) with a celebration on Saturday, October 22nd.                                                                                                                              
             (continued)

WORDS OF HOPE 
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This autumn we will celebrate Holy Baptism, Bible Sunday and Confirmation! We are exploring 

new opportunities for both faith development and fellowship for people of all ages.   

 

God is doing new things and we look forward to both remembering our roots and spreading our 

wings in both worship and in programming. 

 

The final verse is, “In faith we'll gather round the table to 

taste and share what love can do. This is a day of new be-

ginnings; our God is making all things new.”  We need 

each of you to come to church to be an active member of 

the faith community. Fellowship events are vitality im-

portant. However, worshipping together feeds our souls. I 

encourage you to join me in prayer as together we are filled 

with a spirit of holy anticipation as we invite God to make 

all things new. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Meg 

WORDS OF HOPE 

Today is the  
perfect day for a 
new beginning! 
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GET EXCITED  
AT HOPE CHURCH!!! 

 
Summer is winding down, but there is still a LOT happen-
ing at Hope Church through the end of 2022. 
 
 

 Worship and Sunday School every Sunday.   
 Sat. 9/10 & 10/8 ~ Pantry Days, every second Satur-

day of each month, from 10—12; contact Tony F. or 
Cindy M. to see how you can help.  

 Sun. thru Sat. 9/11—9/17 ~ MCREST Project. Contact 
someone from the mission committee to help. 

 Sun. 9/25 & 10/2 ~ New Member Class 
 Sat. 10/22, 4 p.m. ~ Hope Church’s long-awaited 10-

year anniversary celebration! A worship celebration 
followed by dinner. 

 Sat. 10/29 ~ Trunk or Treat! 
 Sun. 10/30 ~ Bible Sunday 
    ~ Budget Meeting 
 

 
Please listen to the announcements at 
church and see the Beacon and Blasts 
for all the information. MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS. Call or email the 
church for information or if you 
have questions.   
 

LOOK WHAT’S COMING! 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT-        
SAVE THE DATE October 22nd 
 
 We are excited to celebrate the            

10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF HOPE 

CHURCH! We had to postpone the         

celebration due to the pandemic, but now we 

are ready to gather and give thanks! 

 On Saturday, October 22 at 4 pm, we will gather for a  

worship celebration followed by a dinner. We are inviting our             

congregation and friends along with members of the community, 

other churches, and town officials. 

 It is a wonderful opportunity to share what God is doing at 

Hope Church and through Hope Church. Our theme for the cele-

bration is “Spreading Hope.”  Please mark your calendar and 

watch for more information in future publications. 

LOOK WHAT’S COMING! (cont.) 
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SPREADING HOPE 
 

As Hope Church prepares to celebrate our               
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY (a couple of years late) 

 

We are asking everyone to join together for 10 
weeks of spreading hope as we countdown to the 
celebration on Saturday, October 22nd. Each 
week, we’ll announce the upcoming ways we can     
spread hope together. 

 

• First Week in September: Bring your Quarters to donate to 
MCREST for people to use for their laundry. 

 
• Second Week in September: Donate a gently used book to be 

shared with the Veterans Hospital and other organizations. 
 
• Third Week in September: Donate a hygiene product to the 

Hope Food Pantry. 
 
• Fourth Week in September: Put a bird feeder in your yard. 

Take a photo of you/family with the feeder. Send the photo 
to church email to use for the pre-service slides. 

 

Be watching for upcoming ways                                           
that together we can spread hope!  

 

 

 

LOOK WHAT’S COMING! (cont.) 
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WE’VE BEEN BUSY! 

HOPE CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Our picnic was a great success! Yummy fixin’s and good times were on the menu 

and everyone enjoyed warm fellowship. Most of all, it was nice to see so many 

familiar faces and to catch up with those that we may not have seen for a while. 

Hope is a welcoming and friendly church and that is evident in how we enjoy in-

teracting with each other. 

 

We moved the venue from Fraser Park to our Fellowship Hall due to rain, but 

that didn’t put a damper on our fun! There were kids games both inside and out-

side: kids and big kids (adults) participated in the balloon toss with some very 

wet contestants in the end! It is rumored that Eckert family members were 

training for these events—they took first AND second place in the balloon toss 

AND first place in the egg race! 

 

A special thank you to all the helpers who set up and cleaned up! 

Together we are strong! 
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Camp Caring 2022 

 

This summer our kids participated in Camp Caring in both July and 

August. At the August day, our theme was the golden rule. They made 

pet toys for animals, and then we delivered the items they made and 

the pet food the congregation donated to Rejoyceful Animal Rescue in 

Clinton Township.  

 

We also put decorated stones in Fraser Park to brighten people’s day. The 

stones said you rock and Hope Church’s website was on each stone. The children 

also decorated tissue boxes for Pastor Meg to take to people in the hospital. 

The kids did a wonderful job spreading HOPE. Thank you to all who helped make 

it a special day for the kids! Here at Hope Church, we know you can always make 

a difference and share God’s love. 

Photo by Nick Fewings on Unsplash  

WE’VE BEEN BUSY! (cont.) 

https://unsplash.com/@jannerboy62?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/painted-rocks?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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WE’VE BEEN BUSY! (cont.) 

Treats and toys made some four-legged friends very happy. 
 
And it put the best smiles on our kids’ faces, knowing they made 
a difference in the lives of animals in need. 
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WE’VE BEEN BUSY! (cont.) 

HEARING ASSISTANCE NOW OFFERED AT HOPE UCC 
 
Over 5% of the world’s population – or 430 million people – require assis-
tance to address their ‘disabling’ hearing loss (432 million adults and 34 
million children). It is estimated that by 2050 over 700 million people – or 
one in every ten people – will have disabling hearing loss. (World Health 
Organization, April 2021).  
 
Those with hearing loss are often an unknown and under-served group. 
Everyone knows someone with hearing loss, yet if you ask people what 
accommodations are made, they often have no idea that assistive listen-
ing accommodations are available.  
 
One misunderstood aspect of hearing loss is that while hearing aids are 
great, they do not work in every situation. Hearing aids work great in a 
quiet environment, but in places with a lot of ambient noise, an assistive 
listening system is needed to block out unwanted sound and deliver 
sound directly to people’s ears. People with hearing loss need more sig-
nal than noise- it isn’t helpful if the sound is just louder. 
 
At Hope UCC, we have recently completed the installation of a complex 
hearing assistance system. It provides two ways to receive a signal from 
our service—using a lanyard receiver or downloading an app with your 
smartphone. For those with hearing aids, it goes directly into their ears. 
For those without hearing aids, we have earphones for your use.  
 
We have published a great deal of information about this system on our 
website which you can find by clicking [New Here?] and then [Hearing As-
sistance]. Alternately, click HERE. 
 
We have recently submitted information about our system to LoopFinder 
a website that allows the hearing impaired to search for  
venues in their area that provide telecoil-based hearing  
assistance (we now do). 
 
We have also posted ADA compliant signage in  

various spots to alert visitors that this capability  
exists.  

http://hopeuccmi.com/wellness-2/
https://loopfinder.com/landing/index
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New Member Class 
 

Are you interested in learning more about 
Hope Church or about the United Church 
of Christ? The United Church of Christ is 
a unique denomination and each UCC 
church has its own style and atmosphere.  

 
We welcome individuals wherever you are on your faith journey! 
 
Pastor Meg will be hosting a class on September 25th and October 2nd 
following worship. Attending the class is a chance to gather more infor-
mation so you can make a decision regarding whether membership is a 
good fit for you. The group will meet in the church parlor at 11:30.  
 
If you would be interested in an evening class we can look for dates that 
would work. We are delighted to welcome each visitor who comes 
through the doors! 

Dear Church, 
 
If you are approached by someone ask-
ing for financial assistance, please refer 
the individual to seek out Pastor Meg or 
contact the church office. We have a 
variety of options to help people in need.  
 
We want everyone to feel comfortable 
and welcomed at Hope, and the best way 
to do that is to make sure we are coor-
dinating resources.  
 
Thank you for your understanding. 

HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS  
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Choir and Handbells will be resuming regular 
rehearsals on  

Thursday September 15 
 
Please see Deborah if you would like to join 
one of these groups. You do not need to know 
how to read music—all will be taught to you! 
 
Handbell rehearsals    5:45 set up 
     6:00-7:00 rehearsal 
 
Choir rehearsals  7:30-9:00 (or 8:30ish) 

 
Handbell Choir is having a special session at the beginning of the season—our 
bells are sorely in need of some maintenance as it has not been done in at least 
10 years and a few parts are torn.  
 
Led by a handbell expert, we will be taking the bells apart, replacing the re-
straining springs, polishing them, and putting them all back together again. 
 
If you might be able to help with this, we could use a few more hands!  
Let Deborah know if you can join us. There will be pizza! 

 
 
     Wednesday, Sept 7   
 
 4:00 bell set up in Fellowship Hall 
 5:15 pizza 
 5:45 ready to work! 
 6:00 workshop 
 
 Thanks!! 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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FAMILY PAGE 

Bible Sunday ~ October 30th 
 
The Church is committed to the 
tradition of giving young learners a 
Bible from their church family. We 
typically give a Bible to children in 
third grade. We want to make sure 
to include all eligible children so 
we can encourage them to grow in 
their faith. Please contact Pastor 
Meg or the church office if you 
have a third grader in your family who would like to receive a 
Bible on Sunday, October 30th. We want to make sure to rec-
ognize each recipient in a special way on that Sunday during 
the worship service. 

Trunk or Treat 
 

Hope Church will host our annual Halloween event, 
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 29th at 2pm. 

 
Children dress up in costumes 
and trick or treat in the parking 
lot going from car to car. Adults 
are encouraged to decorate 
their cars and bring candy to 
pass out. This event happens 
rain or shine. 
 
Bring your kids, grandkids, and 
neighbors to this fun and safe 
event! 

HOPE 
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WE ARE THE CHURCH! 
 
Pastor Meg is inviting children and teens to 
read the Call to Worship. If you have a young 
person in your family who would like to par-
ticipate in worship, please contact the 
church office. Pastor Meg will write the ma-
terial at your child’s reading level. The chil-
dren do not need to be church members. 
 
We also need teens or adults to read the 
scripture each week. If you would be willing to serve in this capac-
ity, please reach out to Pastor Meg or the church office. We are 
the church together! 

Music and Movement Class  
 
We are looking for a leader for a Tots Music and Movement 
Class to begin in October. If you know anyone who would be in-
terested in leading this group for parents and little ones once a 
week please reach out to Pastor Meg. 

FAMILY PAGE (cont.) 
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Letter of call Detroit Metropolitan Association UCC  

Fall Meeting 
September 24, 2022 9:00-12:30 via ZOOM 

 
Official notice is HEREBY GIVEN of the Detroit Metropolitan Association 
of the United Church of Christ to meet in session on Saturday, September 
24, 2022 via ZOOM at 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM. 
 
THEME:   A Faith and Justice Approach to Voting 
  Rights and Reproductive Freedom 
 
Due to COVID there will be no fee since there will be no meals or 
facility use. All members and visitors are welcome. 
 
 Topics Include: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Through a separate save-the-date notification, 
you will have all the connection information for 
visual and phone access to the meeting and 
electronic registration. We need your participa-
tion.  
 
Please invite members of your congregation be-
cause of the important nature of these discus-
sions in today’s environment. 
  
Rev. Dr. Selma Massey 
Pastor, Whosoever Ministry 
Moderator, Detroit Metropolitan Association 

 Voter Suppression/Voting Rights 
 Reproductive Freedom 
 Association Business Meeting 
 Approval of the 2023 Budget 
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                                                                   SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 

 

As we move into Fall, think about joining us for some 
fellowship and fun! Our next meeting will be Monday 
September 19 at noon. See you then! 
 
By the way, the definition of Senior is 50 years or 
older and anyone looking for an afternoon of fellow-
ship. 
 

 
PFLAG-CT cordially invites the congregation of Hope UCC to 
join in the monthly support meeting.  The meeting will be the 
last Tuesday of the month.  Hope has been so good to the 
chapter, and our mission is to support, educate and advocate 
for the LGBTQ community. We want to give you the opportuni-
ty to join us and see what we're all about.  You can go to our 
website, PFLAGCT.org, fill out the form and reference Hope 

UCC on there. This will put you on our email list and you'll get notification of the 
meetings. You can email me directly to have the Zoom link sent back to you. My 
email is yvonnetad@wowway.com, and again, please reference Hope UCC. Thank 
you again for your support for our chapter, stay safe and healthy, and God bless 
you.   
 
Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 

We now have an opportunity to participate in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program. It's easy...all you need to 
participate is an email address and a Kroger rewards 
card. Then just shop at any Kroger store, swipe your re-
wards card, and a percentage of your purchase will be 
donated to the Hope Church Operating Account.  

If you have access to a computer, you may enroll in the program by entering 
http://www.kroger.com into your browser and follow this path....Savings & Re-
wards....Kroger Community Rewards....I am a Customer....Account Sum-
mary....Community Rewards....our Kroger number (HS995).  If you have questions 
or concerns about this program, please call Susan Winters.  If you haven’t 
signed up, please consider doing so. Our last check was $90.60. 

GROUPS AND MEETINGS 

mailto:yvonnetad@wowway.com,
http://www.kroger.com
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GROUPS AND MEETINGS (cont.) 
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS  

WE NEED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:    

Toilet paper, 2-in-1 shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, toothbrush-

es, and women’s  feminine products. We are well stocked with 

canned green beans and corn. Please remember we are a food 

bank ~ we only give out food, hygiene, and cleaning products. Also 

please kindly check expiration dates.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

 
Monthly Report From HOPE Food Pantry… 
 
On August 13th we held a drive-thru distribution day.  We served 271 indi-
viduals over 8,018 lbs of food, cleaning supplies and hygiene products! 

 

This pantry distribution day would not have been a success without the gen-
erous support of our donors, volunteers, and your Christian Mission & Wit-
ness Committee members. 
 

Please join us in thanking the volunteers for their hard work and dedication for their work on this mis-
sion project in August… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOPE Food Pantry is open the 2nd Saturday of each month. Our next drive-thru pantry distribution vol-
unteer service day will be Saturday, September 10th from 10-12pm.  

Volunteer service hours are 9:00 - 12:30 pm.  
 

 If you are interested in volunteering it is helpful to sign up or contact a member of the Christian Mission and Witness 
Committee, there is also a sign up sheet posted on the table in the Narthex.   

 
Families and groups are welcome!   
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What is MCREST?  How can I help? 
 

MCREST provides year-round safe emergency shelter for homeless individuals and 
families for up to 90 days in congregations, shelter, and motels across Macomb 

County. Many congregations provide meals, shower facilities, transportation and, 
when able, laundry services for our guests. During our guests’ stay, case managers 

work with each individual and family to develop and implement a personalized 
housing plan that concentrates on overcoming barriers to self-reliance such as lack 
of income, poor money management, mental health issues, substance abuse, and a 

broken personal support system. 
 

This year HOPE UCC is hosting MCREST the week of September 11th, by 
providing a daily brunch food sack, hygiene kits, and laundry packs 

with change for machines.   
 

If you would like to help with this mission project please consider a 
monetary donation to HOPE UCC marked for MCREST.  To make a se-

cure donation online please visit us at www.hopeuccmi.com  To set up a 
secure text to give account, text HUCCF to 45777.  Be sure to select 

MCREST as your donation selection. 
 

Thank you for supporting this important mission project! 
 

CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.) 

http://www.hopeuccmi.com/
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.) 
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RIP MD CAMPAIGNS MIUCC UNITED IN LOVE JULY 2022 

CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.) 
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.) 
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.) 

Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual special offering to support ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of the offering supports 
CAIM (Council for American Indian Ministry). The remainder of the offering is used 
by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to support justice and advocacy efforts 
and direct service projects. The Neighbors in Need 2022 “Behold!” offering focuses 
on economic justice issues. 
 
Please remember to help our Neighbors in Need by contributing to the Spe-
cial Offering on October 2, 2022.   

HELP WANTED  
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OUTREACH 
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COMMUNITY 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ... 

Audrey M 

Carol B 

Nancy B 

Larry C 

Dolores C 

Robert C 

Joyce C 

Judy C 

Nancy C 

Jan D 

B.J. E 

Jean F 

Legoas Family 

Marge L 

Jim M 

Larry M 

Bob R 

Sue R 

Rogers Family 

Kirk S 

Linda S 

HOPE CHURCH PRAYER LIST 
 

Our congregation knows that prayer is our 

tool for connecting to God. Together, we 

pray in worship and we pray at home. Please 

check the prayer list in both the newsletter 

and the bulletin to help us keep our prayer 

requests current. You may contact the 

church office to remove or add a name. 

We also have a prayer sculpture in the 

church lobby and you are welcome to write a 

prayer request on a heart and hang in on the 

sculpture. When we lift our concerns in 

prayer, we will surely know the presence of 

the Lord. 

Please remember those on our Prayer List … with a 

phone call, card, note and  keep them in your 

Thoughts & Prayers. For those who are silent 

with their concerns and needs, a special 

prayer for ALL to have the strength, courage, 

and patience to deal with their individual sit-

uations. God Bless! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ORDER 
ALTAR FLOWERS  

FOR THAT SPECIAL DAY? 
 

 

Contact the church office for the 

availability. One arrangement per 

Sunday.   

 

Cost is $20 per arrangement. 
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The Power of Prayer … 
Those that are 
Homebound 

 
 
NANCY H 
Sunrise  
 
MARILYN J 
Kalkaska Assisted Living 
 
DICK N 
Regency Care of Sterling 
 
FAY S  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

MEMORIALS* 
 

“One Fine Lady” 
By Patricia H 
 

Mary Jane Masinick 
By Janet D 
 

Mary Jane Masinick 
Donna  Canu 

By Eleanor G 
 

Terri Shannon 
By Shirley K 
 

Helen Rusnick 
By Jean F 
 

Donna Canu 
By Rick R 

*MEMORIAL GIFTS ARE APPLIED TO THE BUILDING 
FUND, ACCORDING TO OUR BYLAWS. THANK YOU!! 

 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO ~  
 
The Family of Donna Canu  
 
Please send cards to:  
Erin Canu  
Contact office for address 
 
The service will be on Sat.,        
September 17th at 11:00 am. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ... 
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Hope United Church of Christ 
Synopsis of Board Meeting 

August 9, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by President Steve Neilson. Pastor Meg led 
us in prayer.  
 
Those in attendance: Pastor Meg Wilson, Steve Neilson, Rick Cole, Ida Eckert, Nancy 
Michelson, Norm Nenninger, Linda Parsons, Lori Sarnowski, Kirk Schoehnerr, Jim Wil-
son and Linda Rehm.  
Absent: Jerry Rogers 
 
Congregational Comments – Steve. None   
Additions to the Agenda – Steve. None 
Approval of Agenda – Motion was made by Linda P. , seconded by Linda R, to approve 
the agenda. Motion carried. 
 
President’s Remarks – Steve. Thank you to Nancy Burnham for taking the minutes of our meetings until Feb-
ruary.  We will look to appoint a new secretary after the elections. 
 
Approval of the July Meeting Minutes – Motion was made by Lori Sarnowski, seconded by Kirk Schoenherr, 
to approve the July Meeting minutes with a correction on the October Budget Meeting. The correct date is Oc-
tober 30, 2022.  Motion carried.   
 
Treasurer’s Report June – Motion was made by Kirk Schoenherr, seconded by Ida Eckert, to approve the July 
report.  Motion carried.   Norm stated a Courage Grant was received from the Michigan Conference in the 
amount of and some of the funds have been used for Camp Caring supplies.  The Listen Assist system used 
from the Gene McCornack Trust.  Jim thanked Norm for including the cash flow.  Motion Carried. 
 
The following items summarize the financial results for the month of July: 
  Statement of Operations – Income: 
       ●      Weekly offerings for July 2022 were $1,168 less than the amount budgeted and $420 less than the amount re-

ceived for July 2021. There were five Sundays this year versus four in 2021.  Year to date Weekly Offerings were 
$4,788 ($154 per week) less than the same period last year 

       ● The only Investment activity for the Operating Fund consisted of $3.66 in interest to the Money Market Account. 
  Statement of Operations – Expense: 

● Total Expenses for July 2022 were $2,488 less than the amount budgeted but $2,860 more than the expense  for 
July 2021. There was a gain (Income less Expense) of $295 for the month compared to a gain of $3,744 for July of 
last year.   

SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS:                                                          July               Year to Date  
  Operating receipts                                                 $15,195    $118,435 

Operating expenses                                                   14,900              130,460                               
Excess of receipts over expenses 

             (Expenses over receipts)                                                                               $295     ($12,025) 
 Building Fund: 

● Hope for the Future offerings received in July 2022 were $269 less than the amount budgeted and $320 less than 
the amount received for July 2021. Year to date Hope for the Future offerings were $3,575 ($115 per week) less 
that the same period in 2021.   

There were no Building Fund expenses incurred for the month.  
Investments: 

● The securities account had a gain of $16,045 in July as compared to a gain of $4,588 for the same period in 2021. 
YTD the securities account had a loss of $36,138 compared to a gain of $32,691 through July of 2021. 

Dedicated Accounts: 
Dedicated Accounts had income of $565 and expense of $1,516 for the month, leaving a balance of $45,656. 

 

Synopsis of Cash Flow (Income less Expense)       July          Year to Date 
 Budgeted Accounts (Operating Plus Building excl Investments)   $2,010  ($1,355) 
  
 Non-Budgeted Accounts (Dedicated Accounts)       (951)   ( 2,063) 
  Total Cash Flow       $1,059  ($3,418) 
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Unfinished Business  
Storeroom Clean out  
Painting Improvements 
Civil Engineering 
Ten-year celebration 

 
New Business  
Listen Assist System – Jim  The system is finally working correctly.  There are solutions for the people with 
hearing challenges that do not have hearing aids and for the people with hearing aids.   We have also placed 
cling decals on the doors that indicate we participate in the Listen Assist program.  We have a business card 
size on how to download an app, connect to a new Wi-Fi  and stream the service in real time to a phone and 
pair it to a phone.  We are also listed in the directory that shows places that use this hearing system.  
 
Church Picnic – August 21 at Fraser Park – Ida  We are on track with the picnic plans.  Ida has people lined up 
to help with games (egg toss and balloon toss) etc.  There will be prizes for the kids.  If it is raining, we will 
have the picnic in Fellowship Hall. Please sign up if you are coming. Pastor Meg stated a RoBo call will go 
out week as a reminder. 
 
Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) and Detroit Metropolitan Association (DMA) – Pastor Meg  stated she 
has been thinking and doing some research on the giving amounts to the OCWM and the DMA.  She has been 
in conversation with the new Michigan Conference minister Rev. Lillian Daniel and several of her clergy col-
leagues on how we can be good stewards of our giving and still pay our bills. The conversation with Rev. Dan-
iel found that Hope Church is one of the healthier churches, and that our food pantry is talked about and 
known for what we are doing locally.  Rev. Daniel indicated the pandemic has placed a lot of stress on the 
churches regarding attendance, membership retention, pastors leaving and not being paid a livable wage and 
giving in general is down.  However, the church needs to pay their pastor and staff a fair and just wage to take 
care of them.   It will be hard to replace any one of those people should we lose them for some reason. Rev. 
Daniel is passionate about the churches providing local missions.  Pastor Meg has reviewed the church mem-
ber list and stated we have people on the list that will always be a member of the church even if we haven’t 
seen them.  The people who come to church, worship online or give to the church are being considered as ac-
tive members and that number is what we will use to determine our giving for OCWM and the DMA. After 
much discussion, we will do corrections to the DMA on our membership numbers and our giving to both 
OCWM and the DMA.  Motion: by Norm Nenninger, seconded by Kirk Schoenherr to change decrease our 
giving to OCWM and decrease our giving to the DMA.   Motion carried.  Norm stated he will make these 
changes and provide an updated budget at the next meeting.   
 
Christmas and New Year’s Services – Pastor Meg  Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sunday this 
year. In past years, we have had a 6:30 p.m.  and 11:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve.  The last time this hap-
pened we added a 10 a.m. service on Christmas Eve which was attended by 12 people.  Pastor Meg also asked 
Deborah to poll the choirs for their thoughts.  The majority supported having one service on Christmas Eve at 
6:30.  Deborah and Patrick are in favor of pre-recording music for Christmas morning for an on-line worship 
service. New Year’s Day, Pastor Meg is fine with being in church or doing a pre-recorded service. 
Discussion had many pros and cons for the time on Christmas Eve.  New Year’s Day was not an issue for most 
people.  New Year’s Day will stay with worship at 10:00 and Norm will be available to help Jim sound and 
Facebook. Motion: by Norm Nenninger, second by Ida Eckert to have one service on Christmas Eve at 6:30 
p.m. and do a pre-recorded service for Facebook on Christmas Day.  Motion carried with one abstention vote.  
 
Hope for the Future Questions – Pastor Meg  sent out a summary of the answers to the question she had asked 
the Board to complete.  The goal was to see how we move forward over the next 2 to 5 years and how to con-
nect with people and get them into church.  
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Worship:  We are beginning a sermon series on challenging feelings during the month of August.  We are be-

ginning plans for the fall and Advent worship.  On September 4th we will have a hymn sing for a large portion 

of the worship service.  We continue to have visitors and in September I will hold another new member class. 

 

Christian Education: We have Camp Caring on August 16th. We have restarted Sunday School for the month 

of August. We have resubmitted our job postings at area colleges and universities and through some job post-

ing sites. I would like to start programs in the autumn that will serve our families and people in the community   

 

Community Outreach: The 10-year anniversary committee is working to prepare for the event on October 

22nd.  This will be an excellent way to strengthen our community relationships. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Meg Wilson 
 
Consent Agenda Items  – Steve. Received Jim’s Technology report and Norm’s Property report. Motion made 
by Jim Wilson, seconded by Kirk Schoenherr, to accept the reports as submitted. Motion carried. 
   
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. by Jim Wilson, seconded by Linda Rehm. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pending BOT’S Approval 
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September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
 

AA 7-8:30 

4 
      HOLY  
 COMMUNION 

Worship 10 
a.m. 

 

5 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

11-12 

6 
 
AA 7—8 

7 
Hope  

Sparkles ,  

1-2 

 

5:45pm Hand-

bell mainte-

nance 

8 9 10 
 

Pantry  

10-12 
 

AA 7-8:30 

11 
 

Worship 10 
a.m. 

 
 
 

12 
Hope  

Sparkles 

11-12 
 

13 
 

 
AA 7—8 

 

Board Meeting 

7pm 

14 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

1-2 

15 
 

6:00 Bells 
7:00 Choir 

16 17 
 

Donna Canu’s 
memorial 
11:00 am 

 
AA 7-8:30 

18 
Worship 10 

a.m. 
 

19 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

11-12 

Seniors’ 

group 

12 p.m. 

20 
 

AA 7—8 

21 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

1-2 

22 
 

6:00 Bells 
7:00 Choir 

23 24 
DMA  

Session 
9 am Zoom 

 
 

AA 7-8:30 

25 
Worship 10 

a.m. 
 

11:30 New Mem-
ber Class 

26 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

11-12 

27 
 

PFLAG 7 pm 

 
AA 7—8 

28 
 

Hope  

Sparkles 

1-2 

29 
 

6:00 Bells 
7:00 Choir 
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McRest this week—11th –17th—please consider donating. 


