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WORDS OF HOPE
Are you ready to Celebrate? We are ready to gather to recognize our 10-year
Anniversary in our church building. Yes, it is 12 years, not 10, but the pandemic put
so many events on hold.
What was happening in our world twelve years ago? The major story in the news in
2011 was that US forces killed the al-Qaida leader, Osama bin Laden. There was also
the announcement of the royal wedding of Prince William to Kate Middleton. Not
surprising in 2011 the Detroit Lions did not have a great season. (Some things never
change!
)
Life has been busy, and we’ve been through so many changes. We have witnessed
events we never could have imagined! Our pews are not as full as they were in 2011
and we are saddened that we have lost so many beloved church members.
Transitions are part of life and we have watched children become young adults and
confirmation classes become college graduates. Through it all we have remained
committed to being a welcoming congregation.
Our commitment to serving others has been evident through our food pantry: in 2011
we had a couple of shelves of canned goods, and now, we have one of the most
successful food pantries in Macomb County. We have continued to support MCREST
Shelter, but we now do it through supplying meals and basic necessities.
We have baptized babies and young adults over the years, and we are in the process
of revamping our children and youth ministry after being shut down due to COVID.
The way we reach out to the community has drastically changed since 2011. We have
improved our means of communication. We use the software Simple Church to
facilitate group emails and phone calls to better disseminate information and
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WORDS OF HOPE
announcements to our members. We have an updated webpage, and we have a
FACEBOOK page that includes worship videos. Did you know we post sermons on
YouTube? We also have an electronic sign to welcome our community.
When the pandemic hit in March 2020, we never missed a Sunday of worship. We
immediately created online worship which included music and we even adapted Holy
Communion. We mailed our families Sunday School materials to do at home. We
found creative ways to reach out. We took precautions to keep everyone safe and
slowly we began to bring back treasured worship and fellowship events.
We continue to welcome visitors both online and in person. We recently improved
our hearing system so that people can use hearing devices or pair their hearing aids
to our system.
We remain committed to worshipping through scripture, sermon, music, and prayer.
Deborah leads our choirs in providing sacred music and Patrick fills the room with
beautiful notes. I could go on and on with reflections about the last 12 years.
It is time to stop and pause and give thanks for all we have accomplished and all we
have survived. It is time to remember the saints who helped make this building more
than a dream. It is time to celebrate the relationships that we cherish and all the people we are connected to because of Hope Church. We have remained faithful through
the good times and through the challenges. Looking forward, we welcome the opportunity to discern how God is calling us to be the church and where God is calling us
to serve in this next decade.
Please come on October 22th as we join together to give thanks for our blessings.
Blessings,
Pastor Meg
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Pastor Appreciation from our kids...

because she is kind.
~ Delilah
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LOOK WHAT’S COMING!

GET EXCITED
AT HOPE CHURCH!!!
Wonderful things happening this Fall at Hope Church!
Worship and Sunday School every Sunday.
Sun. 10/2 ~ Special offering for “Neighbors in Need”
Sun. 10/2 ~ New Member Class
Sat. 10/8 & 11/12 ~ Pantry Days, every second Saturday of each month, from 10—12; contact Tony F. or
Cindy M. to see how you can help.
 Sun. 10/9 ~ Pastor Appreciation Day—Give the Pastor
you know ☺ a word of appreciation!
 Sat. 10/22, 4 p.m. ~ Hope Church’s long-awaited 10year anniversary celebration! A worship celebration
followed by dinner.
 Sat. 10/29 ~ Trunk or Treat!
 Sun. 10/30 ~ Bible Sunday
~ Budget Meeting
 Sun. 11/13 ~ visit by Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel





Please listen to the announcements at
church and see the Beacon and Blasts
for all the information. MARK YOUR

CALENDARS. Call or email the
church for information or if you
have questions.
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10-Year Anniversary Celebration!
There is a group of Board members and members of the congregation
that has been planning our 10 year Anniversary. Now is the time to
come back and share your memories with us as we ….

Celebrate 10 years!

I will start with my own memory.
My sister Cindy kept encouraging Barry and I to come to this church.
She had told us it was what we were familiar with from the church
we grew up in and we would like it. We took her up on the idea and
gave it a try. The welcome we received was heartwarming. We
thought this might just be the place we were looking for.
I remember when Barry and I first came to Hope Church, we enjoyed
the worship service and yes it was familiar with what we knew. We
learned the following week was the dedication of the new building.
One of the stories I heard from my sister Cindy, was about Janet
Dolland’s Holy Granoly. What a treat that was and a great fundraiser as well. We heard several stories of various events that were held
to raise the funds needed to make this beautiful building a reality.
Please join us in person for our celebration as we give thanks for the
past and look forward to new opportunities to spreading Hope. On
Saturday day, October 22, 2022 we will begin with a brief worship service beginning at 4:00 p.m. We will enjoy a dinner and fellowship following the worship service.

We would ask that you make a reservation for the dinner by signing
up on the orange sheets or by calling the church office with your
name and the number of people attending.
Please join us for an afternoon of gratitude.
We will gather to Celebrate the Church we built together.

~ Nancy B

Spreading Hope
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10-Year Anniversary Celebration!
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
SAVE THE DATE
October 22nd
for
THE 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
OF HOPE CHURCH!

Join us as we gather and give thanks!
On Saturday, October 22 at 4 pm, we will begin with a
worship celebration followed by dinner. We are inviting our
congregation and friends, along with members of the community,
other churches, and town officials.

It will be a wonderful opportunity to share what God is doing at Hope Church and through Hope Church. Our theme for the
celebration is “Spreading Hope.”
Please RSVP on the orange-colored sign-up sheets
located on the table in the narthex/lobby.
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10-Year Anniversary Celebration!

In preparation for our
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
(a couple of years late)

We asked everyone to join together for 10 weeks
of spreading hope as we did a countdown to our
celebration on Saturday, October 22nd. We have
three more weeks to demonstrate how we can
spread hope together.
•

First Week in October: Take a postcard and write a note to
a local fire station since October is Fire Prevention Month.
Postcards can be found on the round table in the narthex/
lobby.

•

Second Week in October: World Pasta Day is celebrated in
October—bring a box of pasta for Hope’s food pantry!

•

Third Week in October: Write a Thank You note or draw a
picture to a church family member who has spread HOPE in
your life.



And don’t forget to sign up/rsvp for our
10-Year Anniversary Celebration!
4:00 Service
Followed by Dinner



(Orange sign-up sheets on the table in the narthex/lobby.)
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We have a new Michigan Conference Minister!
Lillian Daniel is a nationally recognized preacher,
teacher and writer who cares deeply about clergy
and congregations. After serving four unique congregations in the UCC, she now feels called by the Holy
Spirit to leadership as the next Conference Minister
of Michigan.
A graduate of Yale Divinity School, she began her
ministry as an Associate Pastor at a large church in
Cheshire, Connecticut. From there she became a Solo
Pastor at a small urban church in New Haven, Connecticut where the choir outnumbered the congregation, but over eight years, they grew to become a vibrant, interracial, community, that also became Open
and Affirming. This would be the first of three
churches to go through the Open and Affirming process under her pastoral leadership, which also includes extensive experience organizing for justice in
politically diverse settings, serving on the boards of Interfaith Worker Justice and
the Community Renewal Society. After ten years as a Senior Pastor at a large church in the
western suburbs of Chicago, she moved to the beautiful driftless region of Dubuque, Iowa,
where she has been Senior Pastor at an historic urban church since 2016.
In the United Church of Christ, she has the distinction of having been a General Synod delegate from all of the three conferences she has served: Connecticut, Illinois and Iowa. A
regular writer for the UCC Stillspeaking Devotionals, she was a founding member of the
UCC Writer’s Group that has produced many written materials for the denomination and
in Iowa, she is currently a member of her association’s Committee on Ministry.
Lillian Daniel is also a widely read author whose latest book, Tired of Apologizing for a
Church I Don't Belong To generated international conversation about the changing religious
landscape. It continues the theme of her 2013 book When ‘Spiritual But Not Religious’ Is Not
Enough about the growing number of people who claim "none" as their religious preference. Featured in the New York Times and on PBS, Lillian Daniel’s writing has been described as “biting, hilarious, pitch perfect, tender, and often stunningly beautiful,” and her
book This Odd and Wondrous Calling is taught in many seminaries.
Passionate about faith formation for both clergy and laity, Lillian Daniel currently teaches
UCC History and Polity at Chicago Theological Seminary where she is also on the Board of
Trustees. She has taught preaching at a number of schools, including University of Chicago, University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and Yale Divinity School, although she
can’t be held responsible for everyone who falls asleep in church. Perhaps most importantly, at every church she has served, numerous church members and seminarians
have felt the call to become pastors and they now serve at churches across the world.
Lillian Daniel has spoken at the National Cathedral, Duke Chapel, King’s College, London
and Queen’s College, Ontario, and now she looks forward to speaking at UCC churches
across the Michigan Conference, with a focus on communication, connection and celebration, as together we discern what our still speaking God is calling us to do next.
Article from michucc.org
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Post-Covid Church Conflict Got You Down?
Is your church experiencing some conflict? If so, you are not alone. As I visit churches across Michigan and talk to leaders across the country and other denominations, I hear it. Churches with long,
steady past pastorates are now at odds with a pastor, who suddenly can do nothing right. Churches
who already have histories of struggle have seen their normal level of tension increase exponentially.
Why?
First, I don’t think there is anything weird or wrong with our churches. After preaching and worshiping over eleven Sundays at thirteen churches across the state, I am inspired by the creativity and
courage I see. But the Church, like the rest of society, is still processing the trauma of the last two
years of Covid and the growing realization that we can not simply go back in time, institutionally.
When we do come back to worship in person and see some empty seats, it’s only natural that we miss
the people who have not returned. Even happy churches can get grumpy about “why everyone isn’t
back yet,” and start to ask “who is to blame.”
But If you wonder if some mythical church down the road is packed, let me tell you, the return is slow
across denominations and across the nation. Families with children, stressed to the max during
Covid, are the slowest to return to church and both the mega church and the tiny church are feeling
it. If you are getting 30% of your previous in-person attendance, that is normal. If you are getting
50%, I’d call that a victory. And if your church is a little cranky, give yourself and each other some extra Christian kindness.
Celebrate the people you see in person, rather than using the time to point out who is not there. Give
thanks to God for the online participants we never had before Covid, and for the old friends we get to
keep in touch with. Please do not shut down your worship videos or stop streaming! It would be the
equivalent of locking your door on a Sunday morning. Multiple points of entry, in person or online,
are how we show hospitality to the strangers sticking a virtual toe in the water and to the old friends
who are out of the habit of showing up.
Consider how important your words and spirit are in worship. If your online worshipers hear announcements begging or shaming them for missing church, you have just negated the hospitality you
provided by sharing your worship service online in the first place. Even worse, if what people hear
about your church is tedious conflict, and if your church gives a disproportionately large amount of
time to a small group of negative people, you have just confirmed your online worshiper’s decision to
stay away or on the sidelines. This is no time for churches to be feuding, with the people who show
up, or with those who don’t. Because these days, the whole world really is watching.
For those of you who are physically together, I hope you can truly celebrate the gift of getting to see
someone face to face, which, in our ancient Christian tradition, is truly the image of God. That person
you see made a great effort to be there, perhaps for the first time in years. Perhaps that person is you.
Embrace each personal connection as the gift it is, and then turn your attention to Jesus, who shows
up no matter the numbers, no matter the format, wherever you are on life’s journey.
As for me, as your new circuit riding Conference Minister, when I get installed on Sunday, October 23
in person in East Lansing and online, I’m going to be grateful to God for every person there - in person, in spirit or in the mighty cloud of witnesses who have gone before us. We are not alone and we
never have been.
Peace and Blessings,
The Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, Michigan Conference Minister
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LOOK WHAT’S COMING! (cont.)
SAVE THE DATE!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13th
On November 13, we will have the honor of Welcoming Rev Dr. Lillian Daniels at
Hope Church. Rev. Daniels is our new Michigan Conference Minister! She comes with
a passion for Christ and an impressive resume of sharing the good news.
She will meet with the BOTS at 9am and then she will be our guest preacher at our
10am service.
Following worship we will have a church-wide potluck. The church will provide ham
and turkey, and our members will provide the side dishes and desserts. Sign-up
sheets to follow when we get closer to the date.
This will give us the opportunity to fellowship with Rev. Daniels and share our prethanksgiving blessings. We look forward to her visit!

Come Join us in Worship!

We’d love to see you in person!
Sitting and standing,
Speaking and singing with us,
Worshipping side-by-side!
Thoughts from the Seniors
Now that the pandemic is waning, returning to a “normal” way of life is certainly a
blessing. Many changes have been a part of our Sunday morning services. We now
reach people through the Internet and what a blessing that is for all. We all have taken
advantage of the new Tech.

Congregations worship God in many ways; of course Sunday morning worship is a
time of prayer together, to sing praises together and hear instructions for life's
events. It is time to rededicate ourselves to the Sunday morning celebration of our
Lord and Savior. Just some food for thought as Fall is just around the corner.
All are missed on Sunday morning children, young couples, adults and seniors.
Looking forward to all coming to worship.
" See You in Church"
Tom R
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HOPE CHURCH CURRENT NEWS

New Member Class
Are you interested in learning more about
Hope Church or about the United Church
of Christ? The United Church of Christ is
a unique denomination and each UCC
church has its own style and atmosphere.
We welcome individuals wherever you are on your faith journey!
Pastor Meg will be hosting a class on October 2nd following worship.
Attending the class is a chance to gather more information so you can
make a decision regarding whether membership is a good fit for you.
The group will meet in the church parlor at 11:30.
If you would be interested in an evening class we can look for dates that
would work. We are delighted to welcome each visitor who comes
through the doors!
Dear Church,
If you are approached by someone asking for financial assistance, please refer the individual
to seek out Pastor Meg or contact
the church office. We have a variety of options to help people in
need.
We want everyone to feel comfortable and welcomed at Hope,
and the best way to do that is to
make sure we are coordinating resources.
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No Pet Blessing
this year.
Due to the devastating and
highly-contagious Parvo
disease that is going
around, we have decided to
err on the side of keeping
our pets safe and healthy!
So there will be no blessing
of the pets this year at
Hope.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Choir and Handbell rehearsals are in full swing! (Or at least the bells
are swinging!)
Please see Deborah if you would like to join
one of these groups. You do not need to know
how to read music—all will be taught to you!
Handbell rehearsals

5:45 set up
6:00-7:00 rehearsal
Choir rehearsals 7:30-9:00 (or 8:30ish)

4 Reasons to join a Choir
It's an excellent stress reliever
You rush to meet deadlines, struggle with the kids to get their homework done, carve out time to clean the
house, and agonize over the many things on your calendar and To Do list. By the time you get to Thursday
night, the week can be pretty stressful. Choir can help with that - sitting up straight, relaxing your shoulders
and breathing from your diaphragm is a great way to return to your center and leave the day's stress behind
you. In the same way, Handbell rehearsal can help you focus on one task that you can accomplish and improve
in an hour’s time. Both activities can help reduce stress.
You meet new people
Nowadays people make "friends" without ever meeting in person. Joining a choir is an old-school way to meet
nice, like-minded people interested in having a good time together. You probably already know most of the
choir members because you see them at church or online. But do you really know them? You’re missing out
on some great people if you’re not hanging with us!

You learn to listen
While it's fun to belt it out like Kate Smith, a key to good choral singing is paying attention to what's going on
around you — listening. (It's a good thing to do outside choir, too.) A rule of thumb is, if you can't hear the
person next to you, you're singing too loudly. In handbell choir, you also need to listen to “fit” your part in
with others, adjusting volume and speed to match the rest. Both rehearsals can foster good listening skills.
It's a workout for your brain
Most choirs allow you to use basic music-reading skills, which are known to increase the capacity of your
memory, sharpen your concentration and improve your spatial organization. You hit the gym three times a
week to keep your body in shape (right?). Think of choir as boot camp for your brain. You don’t have to read
music to join the choir or handbells – we will teach you what you need to know. But learning is still learning
and is still good for your brain!
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FAMILY PAGE

Sunday School for 2022 Fall
This is the scheduled curriculum is from materials we already have. Parents will
receive a take-home page for each new lesson so that they can reinforce the lesson at home. On weeks when we have enough children, we will have 2 classes.
PreK-1st grade and 2nd-6th grade. Our older youth can assist with the younger students.
September 11- Jesus Loves Me
September 18- 25- Noah’s Ark
Oct 2- Oct 9- David and Goliath
October 16-23- Joseph
October 30- Esther
November 6 and 13- Samuel
November 20- Thanksgiving: the widow’s mite
November 27 and December 4- Advent

Calling all Middle School and High School Youth!
We are ready to begin a youth group for youth ages 6th to 12th grade. We will have a planning
session on October 23rd right after church.
Our first event will be Sunday November 6th at 4pm. We will meet at the church for dinner
and devotions and then go on a….

Mystery Trip!!!

Parents will be given the details but NOT the youth. Youth are encouraged to bring their
friends with them to join in the fun! Ooooooooo what could it be?????
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FAMILY PAGE (cont.)

Bible Sunday ~ October 30th
The Church is committed to the
tradition of giving young learners a
Bible from their church family. We
typically give a Bible to children in
third grade. We want to make
sure to include all eligible children
so we can encourage them to grow
in their faith. Please contact Pastor Meg or the church office if
you have a third grader in your family who would like to receive a Bible on Sunday, October 30th. We want to make sure
to recognize each recipient in a special way on that Sunday
during the worship service.

Trunk or Treat
Hope Church will host our annual Halloween event,
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 29th at 2pm.
Children dress up in costumes
and trick or treat in the parking
lot going from car to car. Adults
are encouraged to decorate
their cars and bring candy to
pass out. This event happens
rain or shine.
HOPE

Bring your kids, grandkids, and
neighbors to this fun and safe
event!
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FAMILY PAGE (cont.) - Color me!
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FAMILY PAGE (cont.)
Music and Movement Class
We are looking for a leader for a Tots Music and Movement
Class to begin in October. If you know anyone who would be interested in leading this group for parents and little ones once a
week please reach out to Pastor Meg.

WE ARE THE CHURCH!
Pastor Meg is inviting children and teens to
read the Call to Worship. If you have a young
person in your family who would like to participate in worship, please contact the
church office. Pastor Meg will write the material at your child’s reading level. The children do not need to be church members.
We also need teens or adults to read the
scripture each week. If you would be willing to serve in this capacity, please reach out to Pastor Meg or the church office. We are
the church together!
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GROUPS AND MEETINGS
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP

Fall is here—Pumpkin spice and glorious colors in the
trees! Come join us for some fellowship and fun! Our
next meeting will be Monday October 17 at noon. See
you then!
By the way, the definition of Senior is 50 years or
older and anyone looking for an afternoon of fellowship.
PFLAG-CT cordially invites the congregation of Hope UCC to
join in the monthly support meeting. The meeting will be the
last Tuesday of the month. Hope has been so good to the
chapter, and our mission is to support, educate and advocate
for the LGBTQ community. We want to give you the opportunity to join us and see what we're all about. You can go to our
website, PFLAGCT.org, fill out the form and reference Hope
UCC on there. This will put you on our email list and you'll get notification of the
meetings. You can email me directly to have the Zoom link sent back to you. My
email is yvonnetad@wowway.com, and again, please reference Hope UCC. Thank
you again for your support for our chapter, stay safe and healthy, and God bless
you.
Yvonne T, President, PFLAG-CT
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
We now have an opportunity to participate in the Kroger
Community Rewards Program. It's easy...all you need to
participate is an email address and a Kroger rewards
card. Then just shop at any Kroger store, swipe your rewards card, and a percentage of your purchase will be
donated to the Hope Church Operating Account.
If you have access to a computer, you may enroll in the program by entering
http://www.kroger.com into your browser and follow this path....Savings & Rewards....Kroger Community Rewards....I am a Customer....Account Summary....Community Rewards....our Kroger number (HS995). If you have questions
or concerns about this program, please call Susan Winters. If you haven’t
signed up, please consider doing so. Our last check was $90.60.
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GROUPS AND MEETINGS (cont.)
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS
Monthly Report From HOPE Food Pantry…
On September 10th we held a drive-thru distribution day. We served 243
individuals over 5,345 lbs of food, cleaning supplies and hygiene products!
This pantry distribution day would not have been a success without the generous support of our donors, volunteers, and your Christian Mission & Witness Committee members.
Please join us in thanking the following volunteers for their hard work and dedication for their work on
this mission project in August…
Corey
Denise
Mike
Carissa
Elanna
Greyson
Jacob
Janet
Keith
Larry

Rick & Judy
Dee
Nancy
Tony
Suzette
Terry
Daisy
Caroline
Ariadna
Brad

Crissy
Sammy
Cindy
Karen
Tom
Ed & Sue
Kirk
Achsa
Ariel
Irene

HOPE Food Pantry is open the 2nd Saturday of each month. Our next drive-thru pantry distribution volunteer service day will be Saturday, October 8 from 10-12pm.

Volunteer service hours are 9:00 - 12:30 pm.

If you are interested in volunteering it is helpful to sign up or contact a member of the Christian Mission and Witness
Committee, there is also a sign up sheet posted on the table in the Narthex.
Families and groups are welcome!

WE NEED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

Toilet paper, 2-in-1 shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, toothbrushes, and women’s feminine products. We are well stocked with
canned green beans and corn. Please remember we are a food
bank ~ we only give out food, hygiene, and cleaning products. Also
please kindly check expiration dates.
Thank you for your continued support!
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CHRISTIAN MISSION & WITNESS (cont.)
Neighbors in Need is the
UCC’s annual special offering
to support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Onethird of the offering supports
CAIM (Council for American
Indian Ministry).
The remainder of the offering
is used by the UCC’s Justice
and Witness Ministries to support justice and advocacy efforts and direct service projects. The Neighbors in
Need 2022 “Behold!” offering focuses on economic justice issues.
Please remember to help our Neighbors in Need by contributing to the
Special Offering on October 2, 2022.
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OUTREACH
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Look what volunteering can accomplish!

Did you know that there are many other ways throughout the month you can
help by volunteering to work behind the scenes for HOPE Food Pantry?

Volunteers are needed for stocking shelves, rotating stock, unloading deliveries,
collecting and double baging plastic grocery bags, assembling hygiene kits, and
hosting your own or joining in on one of our monthly packing parties!
Here are some pictures of a packing party held in September…

Packing Parties are a great way for families to volunteer together!
If you are interested in signing up, contact any member of the
Christian Mission and Witness Committee.
22
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HELP WANTED

Wanted: Liturgists
We would love to have you
* yes you *
be a Liturgist at one of our Sunday Services!
During the week before your scheduled Sunday to read the scripture, we will send you
the reading so you can practice. Worried that
you might not be able to pronounce names like Mahershalalhashbaz or
Tilgathpilneser? No problem! You can ask Pastor Meg or you can find pronunciation guides online if you need additional help with names of people
or places from the Bible. biblespeak.org is a great place to start!
Pick a Sunday and sign up if you are interested in this ministry: the signup sheet will be on the table in the hallway.
Please consider taking on this important ministry of proclaiming God’s
good news to your fellow church members.
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COMMUNITY
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OCTOBER FUN!
What is October known for?

~Deborah F

There are a lot of reasons to celebrate October. Most of us know that it is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. We’ve heard that multiple times over the years. It’s a
good reminder to get a mammogram. It’s also Fire Prevention Month – check those
smoke alarms and make sure to update your batteries! And of course, October is the
month of Halloween.
But did you also know that there are about 100 more National Month designations? It
is Adopt a Shelter Dog Month; Computer Learning Month, Emotional Awareness Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, LGBT History Month, National Bullying Prevention Month – just to mention a handful. Ethnically speaking,
two that are near and dear to my heart are German American Heritage Month and
Polish American Heritage Month. Prost and Na zdrowie!
It is National Audiology Awareness Month and Protect Your Hearing Month. And
with that in mind, here’s a reminder that we have our new and enhanced Listening
Assistance System installed in the church.
AND…..It is Clergy/Pastor Appreciation Month! –
make a special effort to tell Pastor Meg how much you
appreciate all she does!

The weirdest ones? National Dinosaur Month – it’s not like the dinosaurs know it’s
their month, right? And then there is National Squirrel Awareness Month. We’re
probably extremely aware of squirrels when they dart out into the road or when they
eat our garden vegetables. There’s no way….. “oh look, Squirrel!!” Hahahaha

Then there’s National Toilet Tank Repair Month - not kidding about this one. I don’t
know how to celebrate this, and I don’t want any suggestions. Thanks.
And last, but not least, it is Zombie Preparedness Month. What? Just…. What?
Then there are a ton of foods that claim the month of October: Caramel, Cookie,
Apple, Dessert, Pretzel, only to name a few. A Google search for all these foods
came up with a yummy dessert recipe posted on the next page – enjoy! (If you make
it, bring me some…)

Happy October!
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OCTOBER FUN! (cont.)
Caramel Apple Bark
Prep Time: 10 minutes Servings: 20

PUBLISHED BY JESSICA & NELLIE ON SEPTEMBER 3, 2020. Website: Butter with a side of Bread

Ingredients
12 oz milk chocolate chips
1 green apple diced
35 caramels unwrapped
2 cups pretzels

Instructions
Pour the chocolate chips into a glass bowl. Microwave
them in 30 second intervals, stirring in between each
interval until the chocolate is completely melted and
smooth.
Line a cookie sheet or jelly roll pan with wax paper
and use a spatula to spread the melted chocolate into
the shape of a rectangle on top of the wax paper. The
dimensions of the rectangle will end up being about
8"X12" - you don't want to spread the chocolate too
thin, but if it's too thick, it won't harden as well either.

Sprinkle the crushed pretzels evenly on top of the
chocolate.
Dice the green apple and use a paper towel to dab the
apple pieces to absorb any extra moisture.
Unwrap the caramels and place in a microwave-safe
bowl. I like to add 2 tablespoons of water to help thin
out the caramel just a little bit. Microwave the caramels for one minute and then stir the mixture. Continue to microwave the caramels in 30 second intervals,
stirring in between each interval until completely melted and smooth.
Add the diced apples to the caramel and mix until well combined. Spread the caramel/apple
mixture on top of the pretzel layer. This layer is a little bit tricky to spread because it is so
thick. This process is much easier if you spoon the mixture all over the pretzel layer so that
each spoonful doesn't have to be spread very far.
Refrigerate for at least an hour before cutting into pieces. Refrigerate until ready to serve.

27

28

Hope United Church of Christ
Synopsis of Board Meeting
September 13, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Steve Neilson. Pastor Meg
led us in prayer.
Those in attendance: Pastor Meg Wilson, Steve Neilson, Rick Cole, Ida Eckert, Nancy
Michelson, Norm Nenninger, Linda Parsons, Lori Sarnowski, Jerry Rogers, Kirk
Schoehnerr, Jim Wilson and Linda Rehm.
Absent: Jerry Rogers
Congregational Comments – Steve. None
Additions to the Agenda – Steve. None
Approval of Agenda – Motion was made by Linda R. with a second by Linda P., to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
President’s Remarks – Steve. Volunteers are needed for the Liturgy and Greeters on Sunday mornings. We
will post a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall with the dates. Please sign up.
Approval of the August Meeting Minutes – Motion was made by Jim Wilson with a second by Rick Cole to
approve the July meeting minutes. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report August – Motion was made by Lori Sarnowski, with a second by Ida Eckert, to approve
the August report. Motion carried.
The following items summarize the financial results for the month of August:

Statement of Operations – Income (Page 3):
●
Weekly offerings for August 2022 were $831 less than the amount budgeted and $817 less than the
amount received for August 2021. There were four Sundays this year versus five in 2021. Year to
date Weekly Offerings were $5,605 ($156 per week) less than the same period last year
●
The only Investment activity for the Operating Fund consisted of $4.16 in interest to the Money Market Account.
Statement of Operations – Expense (Pages 4-6):
●
Total Expenses for August 2022 were $900 less than the amount budgeted and $10 less than the expense for August 2021. There was a gain (Income less Expense) of $120 for the month compared to a
gain of $338 for August of last year.
SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS:
August
Year to Date
Operating receipts
$16,122
$134,557
Operating expenses
16,002
146,462
Excess of receipts over expenses
(Expenses over receipts)
$120
($11,905)
Building Fund (Page 9):
●
Hope for the Future offerings received in August 2022 were $174 less than the amount budgeted and
$3 less than the amount received for August 2021. Year to date Hope for the Future offerings were
$3,578 ($102 per week) less that the same period in 2021.
●
There was $300 expense for topographical work provided by the Civil Engineering firm that exceeded
the deposit amount.
Investments (Page 9):
●
The securities account had a loss of $8,140 in August as compared to a gain of $6,127 for the same
period in 2021. YTD the securities account had a loss of $44,278 compared to a gain of $38,818
through August of 2021.
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Dedicated Accounts (Page 7):
Dedicated Accounts had income of $899 and expense of $1,462 for the month, leaving a balance of $45,093.
Synopsis of Cash Flow (Income less Expense)
Budgeted Accounts (Operating plus Building excluding Investments)
$560
Non-Budgeted Accounts (Dedicated Accounts)
Total Cash Flow

August
(562)
$1,353

Year to Date
$1,915
( 2,625)
($2,065)

Unfinished Business
Storeroom Clean out
Painting Improvements
Civil Engineering
Ten-year celebration

New Business
Ten Year Celebration – Steve The committee has not met over the last month. Save the Date cards were
emailed and snail mailed to the Township Dignitaries, Clergy, our members and church vendors. The invitation for the Celebration is in the final steps and will received the same way the Save the Date cards were sent.
Pastor Meg will also be announcing from the pulpit and a notice will also be in the upcoming Beacon issue.
Spiritual Council will also be reaching out to members to attend. Please watch for information and join us for
this celebration.
Human Resources (HR) Recommendations – Rick The HR committee is recommending we hold Sue’s job for
12 weeks. HR has created a temporary position with very specific tasks for Deborah Frontczak. The tasks
will allow Deborah to use her experience with some of the various programs that Sue uses. Deborah graciously agreed to assist us during this time.
Annual Reviews were conducted for both Deborah Frontczak and Patrick Baker. They are both happy with
what the Church has asked of them and we are grateful to have them as a part of the team.
HR has decided to hold off on Sue Robinson’s review due to her recent health issues.
The HR Committee recommended the paid staff receive the current Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) beginning in January 2023. Beginning in January 2024 and going forward all paid staff will receive the current COLA allowance each year.
Motion: Rick asked for a motion to accept the HR committee recommendations with a second by Nancy M.
Motion carried.
Sue Robinson Update/office staffing – Pastor Meg
Pastor Meg is looking for volunteers to help answer phones, make copies, greet visitors etc. from 10:00 to
12:00 a couple of days a week. Karen McCuen and Kathy Hacker have agreed to assist at this time.
Pastor Meg stated we have a phone number posted on the door to call for the food pantry and emergency food
requests. It appears the callers are not leaving a message. Hopefully we will be able to help the people in need
if someone is answering the phone.
Sue stated she has enjoyed receiving the many cards that members have sent. Let’s keep that going for her.
Committee Updates – Steve stated the Board has asked what the other Committees within the church are doing. Steve reached out to the chairperson and had them send a short report on their recent activities and meetings. Steve also contacted the Spiritual, Christian Education (CEC), HR, Investment and the Pastoral Relations Committees. The HR, Stewardship, Pastoral Relations and Investment committees meet on an as need
basis.
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Spiritual Committee met on September 8, 2022 and submitted a report.
The HR committee has met more recently for the annual reviews for the paid employees and Sue Robinson’s
health issues.
Pastoral Relations will be meeting in November.
The Music Committee has not met recently. It was determined the need for this committee no longer exists
because Pastor Meg, Deborah and Patrick work closely on music decisions. A recommendation to dissolve the
Music Committee was made and agreed to by the Board. Should the need arise where a Music committee is
needed to fill a position, they will work with HR and once someone is hired the committee will be dissolved.
Pastor’s Report - Pastor Meg: Sent her written report.
Worship: We are beginning a sermon series on challenging feelings during the month of August. We are beginning to plan for the fall and Advent worship. We continue to have visitors and in September I will hold another New Member Class.
Christian Education: We had Camp Caring on August 16th. We have restarted Sunday School for the month of
August. We have resubmitted our job postings at area colleges and universities and through some job
posting sites. I would like to start programs in the autumn that will serve our families and people in the community if we can find volunteers or staff.
Consent Agenda Items – Steve. Received Jim’s Technology report and Norm’s Property report. Motion made
by Linda P. with a second by Jim to accept the reports as submitted. Motion carried.
These items are not for discussion. They are for review purposes only. Board will accept them as presented. If, however discussion is needed, a trustee can make a motion to remove them from the consent agenda for
further discussion.
*MOTION TO ACCEPT CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
COMMITTEE/COUNCIL REPORTS
SPIRITUAL COUNCIL
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
CHRISTIAN MISSION AND WITNESS COMMITTEE
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HR COMMITTEE
PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Motion to adjourn the meeting 7:47 p.m. by Lori Sarnowski
with a second by Ida Eckert. Motion carried.
Meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
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