
Hope United Church of Christ 
Worship Order 

Holy Communion - June 4, 2023 
 

Welcome - Pastor Meg 
Announcements and Offering 
 
Offering Response: “Give Thanks”       
 Give Thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
 give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. x2  
 And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say, “I am  
 rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” x2 
 Give thanks! 
 
Prelude:  All is Well  - - -  arr. Mark Kellner   
 
Opening Song: No.84 “This Is the Day” 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Our hearts sing a song of praise.                                                                 
All: We rejoice in this season of longer days.                                                
One: Our hearts sing a song of praise.                                                                                   
All: We rejoice in the warmth of the sun and the cool evenings.             
One: Our hearts sing a song of praise.                                                             
All: We see life transforming all around us.                                                       
One: Our hearts sing a song of praise.                                                                          
All: We come ready to have our spirits refreshed.                                                                        
One: Our hearts sing a song of praise.                                                                  
All: We are grateful for the gift of renewal through Christ our Lord.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                          

One: Let us pray:  

All: For all the ways we allow ourselves  

to hold onto negative attitudes and unhelpful spirits: grant us 

forgiveness. 

For all the times we reject the teachings of Jesus: grant us 

forgiveness. For all the ways we neglected to be messengers of good 

news to our families, our neighbors, and our world: grant us 

forgiveness. Amen. 

  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 



Special Music: Lamb of God - - - Hope Choir 
        words & music by Twila Paris - - - arr. Gary Rhodes 
 
Children’s Message:  Change 
 
THE ALLELUIA:           Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!     
    Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!     
    Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!     
    Hallelujah! Halle-lu-jah! 
 
Prayer before Scripture 
Gospel:  Matthew 28:16-20 NRSVUE 
 
Sermon: What, Where How?          Rev. Meg Wilson 
 
Song of Response: No. 283 “Spirit of the Living God” 
 
Prayers of the People: God of Life… hear our Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 

Apostle’s Creed:          
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth.      
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried; 
        he descended to the dead. 
        On the third day he rose again; 
        he ascended into heaven, 
        he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
        and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Song of Preparation: No.332 “As We Gather at Your Table” verse 1 

 
 
 



Holy Communion 
All are welcome to share in this meal 

 
Pastor:  The Lord is with you! 
All:   And also with you! 
Pastor:  Lift up your voices to speak of this great love! 
All:   We lift them up in joyful acclamation! 
Pastor:  It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere,  
  to give thanks to you, Living God, time after time, you draw us 
  here to inspire us, feed us, and save us.  Especially when our  
  love fails, you are here, steadfast, and true. You created this   
  world and called it good. You created us to  proclaim your good  
  to all.  And so, we raise our voices in praise: 
All:   Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty,     
  The whole universe speaks of your glory, O God, Most High.            
  
Pastor:  We remember the life and ministry of Jesus:  how he healed the 

sick, fed the hungry, ate with sinners, and preached forgiveness 
and peace. It was at this table that he issued the invitation: 

All:   To gather together, to share together, to remember together, 
and to go and do likewise in the world. 

Pastor:  For the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body 
which is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way, also, he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  And so, on this day of resurrection, we raise 
our voices to proclaim this timeless truth: 

All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
Pastor:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, your people, and on these 
gifts of bread and cup.  Make us lovers and tellers of your word.  
Make us ones who heal and share your grace.  And make us one 
body in Jesus  Christ.  All glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, 
now and for all time! Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Elements 
Pastor:   Let us together receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
Unison:    We are one in Christ in the bread we share. 
 
Pastor:   Let us together receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 
Unison:   We are one in Christ in the cup we share.                                                                                     
 



Prayer after Communion:       
 Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your
 love; we are strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into
 this world to live your way and share your joy. We are now
 called to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been
 forgiven, love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen.   
 
Closing Song: No.347 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
 
Benediction 
  
Blessing:    “Peace I Leave with You, My Friends”   

 Peace I leave with you, my friends, shalom, my peace, in   

 all you do. Peace I leave with you, my friends. I give to you 

 so you can give to others, too.   

 
Postlude: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  - - -  arr. Bill Irwin 
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