
 

Hope United Church of Christ 
Easter Sunday Celebration 

 10 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion 
March 31, 2024 

Prelude: Easter Celebration  - - -  Robert Hebble                                               

Welcome - Rev. Meg 
Announcements and Offering 

Song of Praise: No. 233, “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

Call to Worship 

One:  The darkness is gone! 
All:     Bright light floods into this new day of hope. 
One:   Those who went to the tomb received good news. 
All:      Christ was not there! 
One:   Christ is risen in our hearts and our spirits!                                                               
All:      ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! AMEN. 

          Prayer of Confession 
           One: Let us pray 
           All:  We confess that we sometimes struggle with doubt, and we fail 
                     to understand the gift of Easter. We linger in places of doubt  
                     and anxiety. We do not always share your love with our whole 
                     hearts. Fill our emptiness and heal our broken ways, for we long to 
                     embrace a new beginning with you.  Amen. 

Announcement of God’s Forgiving Love 

Sacred Music: Risen in Glory - - - Hope Choir                                                          
        words by Charlotte Lee, and music by Douglas E. Wagner  

Young People’s Message:   Easter Surprises  

     The Alleluia  
    Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!       
    Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!   
    Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah!   
     Hallelujah! Halle-lu-jah! 

  



Prayer Before the Scripture Reading 
The Gospel Reading: John 20: 1-18 NRSV  

Easter Meditation:   Named and Claimed      Rev. Meg Wilson 

Song of Response: No. 253, “Yours Is the Glory, Resurrected One!”  

Prayers of The People: Living God… Hear our prayer  
Lord’s Prayer 

Song of Preparation: No. 242, “The Strife Is O’er” verse 1 

 The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
All are welcome to share in this meal. 

Pastor:  The Lord is with you! 
All:   And also with you! 
Pastor:  Lift up your voices to speak of this great love! 
All:   We lift them up in joyful acclamation! 
Pastor: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, to give 
  thanks to you, Living God, time after time, you draw us here to inspire 
  us, feed us, and save us. Especially when our love fails, you are here, 
  steadfast, and true. You created this world and called it good. You  
  created us to proclaim your good to all.  And so, we raise our voices in 
  praise: 
All:   Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty, The whole universe speaks 
  of your glory, O God, Most High.            
  
Pastor:   We remember the life and ministry of Jesus:  how he healed the sick, 
   fed the hungry, ate with sinners, and preached forgiveness and peace. 
   It was at this table that he issued the invitation: 
All:    To gather together, to share together, to remember together, and to 
   go and do likewise in the world. 
Pastor:   For the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when 
   he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is 
   broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, also, 
   he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
   my blood. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  And 
   so, on this day of resurrection, we raise our voices to proclaim this 
   timeless truth: 



All:    Christ has died. Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
 
Pastor:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, your people, and on these gifts of bread 
   and cup.  Make us lovers and tellers of your word.  Make us ones who 
   heal and share your grace.  And make us one body in Jesus Christ.  All 
   glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and for all time! Amen. 
 

Sharing of The Elements 

Pastor:  Let us together receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
Unison:  We are one in Christ in the bread we share. 
Pastor:  Let us together receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 
Unison:  We are one in Christ in the cup we share.                                                                                    

Prayer after Communion 

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your love; we are 
strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into this world to live your way and 
share your joy. We are now called to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we 
have been forgiven, love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Sending Song: No. 226, “He Lives!”    

Benediction and Easter Acclamation 

Pastor: On this day of Resurrection, we are ready to embrace our new beginnings.    
All:        We are joyful witnesses of God’s Good News.  
Pastor:  Rejoice knowing that He is Risen!                                                                                                           
All:         He is Risen indeed! 
 
Postlude: Jesus Christ is Risen Today  - - -  arr. Calvin Hampton   
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