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      In July we celebrated our ten years in ministry together here at Hope Church. I treasure our

relationships and the faces of the faithful I see each week. I also delight in the number of people who

have joined our community of faith more recently. Some of our newer members and visitors are just

learning about the United Church of Christ.

      When I think about people hearing our story it makes me profoundly thankful for the United

Church of Christ and the priorities we hold.  I am grateful that we are ready to respond with open

arms to any child of God that comes through our doors. There is no test, there is no requirement to

receive Holy Communion. We trust that the sacrament is a holy mystery and that those who receive it

will be exposed to Christ’s love. 

     The same is true with Baptism. We baptize children and adults. As a pastor, I meet with families and

individuals, and we discuss the deep connection made through baptism. We dispel some of the harmful

myths people may have previously been exposed to. 

      At Hope, we plant the seeds of faith in our youngest members and then help to nurture growth.

Our Christian Education program teaches both Bible stories and Christian values. Currently, we are

exploring working with the Conference to obtain grant funding to expand our CEC program. On the

other end of the spectrum, our seniors are an active and dynamic group within our church. 

     The UCC has a proud history of speaking out on social issues. We value being a safe and welcoming

church for all people.  At Hope, we serve those in need through our food pantry and other mission

programs. The UCC states; “to care is to do”.  Our support of the Greater UCC provides emergency

and ongoing aid through local, national and global ministries. We care about the planet. We work to

recycle and reduce and reuse within the church. We are mindful of our individual and communal

responsibility.

     We offer a safe space within the community. We open our doors to groups like AA, PFLAG and

OA. We recognize that on life’s journey there are people within our community who need an

encouraging word. 

     Finally, we celebrate diversity. We don’t need to share the exact same opinions. God created us to

be thinking and caring people not identical robots. We treat each other with respect, and we work

together to serve others. 

     I celebrate that within the UCC we are continually seeking to become the people God is calling us

to be. The General Synod of the UCC met this summer and there were lively discussions about how

to help the church to thrive. Let us celebrate those things we do well and look for ways to move

forward in Jesus’ name.

Pastor Meg
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Summer Sunday SchoolSummer Sunday SchoolSummer Sunday School
There’s still an opportunity to sign up for teaching Summer

Sunday School! We invite you to volunteer during the

summer months. The lesson plans will be straightforward

and require little biblical knowledge, allowing everyone to

feel comfortable leading a class. Generally, we operate with

just one group during this period. Our aim is to create an

engaging Sunday school program, ensuring that our young

learners enjoy an age-appropriate experience during 

Sunday morning worship.

A THANK YOU FROM 

PASTOR MEG

Thank you for the celebration of my 10  year of ministry at Hope

Church. It was a very special morning reflecting where we have

been and looking forward to our future!

th

I truly appreciate all your gifts and kind words. Thank you for making

my birthday very special. Your support is a gift I will treasure forever.

Thank you!
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SUMMER CHOIRSUMMER CHOIR

Summertime fun with friends! Following Sunday worship, we

will skip coffee hour and instead have a hotdog picnic. We will

have meat and veggie dogs, chips, drinks and ice-cream treats. 

The August picnic will be hosted on the 10th. 

Come join us for worship and stay for a hotdog.



Sunday School Kick Off - September 7th

Hot Dog Picnic - August 10th

Church Picnic - September 14th

Camp Caring - August 14th

World Communion Sunday - October 5th

Bible Sunday/ New Member Class - October 12th

Mark your calendar:  Mark your calendar: 

Trunk or Treat- October 25  - 2pmth

Pet Blessing - October 5  - 2pm th

Church News
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Do you know what this comma means? Are you interested in

finding out? Have you been attending for a while, and you would

like to know more about what it means to be a member? Would

you like to become more involved, but you don’t know where to

begin? Do you have questions about what the UCC is all about? 

Come and join in conversation with Pastor Meg on October 12

after worship and decide if it feels like a good fit and a good time

for you to become a church member. 

th

Wherever you are on your life journey you are welcome here!

Are You Interested in Church Membership?

Have you recently relocated? Do you have a new phone number or

email address? Please share your updated information with the

church office so we can keep you properly informed!

Bible Study coming to Hope Church
Beginning in September on Monday nights. 

This will be a hybrid meeting both in-person at Hope and via Zoom.

The Study will be led by Rev. Pat Thompson and Pastor Meg. 

More details to come very soon.

Confirmation Kickoff on September 28th!
Confirmation class is designed to enhance the faith and understanding of

young individuals, reaffirming the commitments made at their baptism. It’s an
enriching journey encompassing education, spiritual growth, discussions,

community service, and personal reflection. If you have a Middle School/High
School aged student who is interested in learning about confirmation, please

reach out to Pastor Meg.



Hope Fun BunchHope Fun Bunch

GROUPS AND MEETINGS 

Tom R, President / Ida E, Vice President / Joe H, SecretaryTom R, President / Ida E, Vice President / Joe H, Secretary

This fitness class offers a delightful blend of stretching, balance
exercises, and gentle cardio, incorporating 2-pound weights and

therapy bands to enhance strength and flexibility. Participants can
look forward to many health benefits. 

Classes are scheduled for: 
Mondays: 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Wednesdays: 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.  

Led by Linda Hohf from the Arthritis Foundation, the workouts are
customized to cater to joint and muscle needs.

What truly distinguishes this exercise class is YOU. All you need to do
is SHOW UP for an hour filled with fun and fitness alongside friends! 

The emphasis on participant engagement ensures an enjoyable
experience, with a modest fee of only $1 per class.

As we commemorate a decade of meeting and moving together, we
cherish the friendships and health journeys we've cultivated. Here’s

to many more years of fitness and joy!

Hope Sparkles Exercise ClassHope Sparkles Exercise Class

Summer is here with storms and heat to drive us to the

beaches. Seniors, there is another place to go and

relax out of the weather. The Fun Bunch meets in the

church the 3rd Monday of every month. Nothing like

enjoying the air-conditioning in fellowship hall.

On July 14 members ate pizza and salad for lunch.  
Congratulations to Pastor Meg for 10 years of faithful

service.  Our congregation is blessed with all the work

that goes into the ministry.  
Join us the 18th of August at 12 noon for our next

gathering.  Seniors stay hydrated this summer.

Summer is here with storms and heat to drive us to the
beaches. Seniors, there is another place to go and

relax out of the weather. The Fun Bunch meets in the
church the 3rd Monday of every month. Nothing like

enjoying the air-conditioning in fellowship hall.
On July 14 members ate pizza and salad for lunch.  

Congratulations to Pastor Meg for 10 years of faithful
service.  Our congregation is blessed with all the work

that goes into the ministry.  
Join us the 18th of August at 12 noon for our next
gathering.  Seniors stay hydrated this summer.
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Thurs. August 14 th

August 8th
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We are seeking teens and adults to serve as liturgists by reading scripture each week. If you’re
interested in this role, please connect with Pastor Meg and sign up at the Welcome Table.

Additionally, Pastor Meg invites children and teens to read the Call to Worship. If you have a
young person in your family who would like to take part in this aspect of worship, please reach
out to the church office. Pastor Meg will provide materials suited to your child's reading level.

Remember, children do not need to be church members to join in.

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER!

Are you having trouble hearing Pastor Meg's sermon? Do you feel the choir could sing a bit louder?
We’re here to help!

Our assistive listening system is designed to enhance your experience. 
We’ve installed an advanced system that can transmit sound directly to your hearing aids 

via your smartphone or through a special receiver we can provide. 
Additionally, we offer earphones for those who do not use hearing aids.

Don’t miss out on the wonderful messages of God’s good news!

Sign up for altar flowers to commemorate a special occasion or pay tribute to

someone dear. You can find the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship

Hall. Each arrangement costs just $20, and you can take them home after the

service. Payments can be made either online through our website or in person.

We are in need of volunteers to help organize and tidy up the refreshment area, 

as well as provide treats for our weekly fellowship time. If you're interested, 

please refer to the sign-up sheets located in the narthex for available time slots.

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped in July with Coffee Hour! 

Flowers for the Altar

Hearing Assistance is Offered at Hope UCC

We are the Church!

Come and join us for Lemonade/Coffee Hour!

Follow us on Social Media
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KROGER COMMUNITY 

REWARDS PROGRAM

Please consider participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. It's easy...all
you need to participate is an email address and a Kroger rewards card. Then just shop
at any Kroger store, swipe your rewards card, and a percentage of your purchase will

be donated to the Hope Church Operating Account.
If you have access to a computer, you may enroll in the program by entering

http://www.kroger.com into your browser - this is our Kroger number (HS995). If you
have questions or concerns about this program, please call Susan Winters. 

If you haven’t signed up, please consider doing so.

We Welcome ALL of God’s Creatures



PFLAG-CT warmly invites the Hope UCC congregation to participate in our
monthly support meeting. This gathering will take place on the last Tuesday of each
month from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. We deeply appreciate Hope UCC’s support of our
chapter, as our mission focuses on supporting, educating, and advocating for the
LGBTQ community. We welcome you to join us and learn more about our work.
To stay connected, please visit our website at PFLAGCT.org, complete the form,
and mention Hope UCC. This will add you to our email list, ensuring you receive
notifications about future meetings.
For any inquiries, feel free to reach out to me at yvonnetad@wowway.com, 
and remember to mention Hope UCC.

Thank you once again for your support of our chapter. 
Stay safe and healthy, and may God bless you.

Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT

HAVE CAR, WILL

TRAVEL? VOLUNTEER

DRIVERS NEEDED!

COMMUNITY

The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program needs drivers who can

provide rides for our older and disabled neighbors so that they can

get to doctor appointments and essential errands. Just a couple

hours of your time can make a huge difference in someone's life. You

pick your own area & your own times. Drive as often or as little as

you like in the comfort of your own car. Even one more ride a year

might get someone to an appointment that could save their life!

Daytime drivers especially needed! Please call IVC today 

at (586) 757-5551 for more information. 

[Learn more about our work at www.ivcinfo.org.]



Please join us in thanking all the volunteers for their
hard work and dedication on this mission project!

On July 12 , 2025, we held a drive-thru distribution day. We
served 138 families, including 365 individuals. We distributed
11,316 lbs. of food and cleaning supplies. The success of this

pantry distribution day was made possible thanks to the generous
contributions from our donors, 

th

the hard work of our volunteers, and the dedication of your
Christian Mission & Witness members. 

We will welcome ANY donations for the Food pantry. 
HOPE Food Pantry is open the 2nd Saturday of each month. Our

next drive-thru pantry distribution volunteer service day will be: 
Saturday, August 9th 
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Volunteer service hours are 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
If you are interested in volunteering it is helpful to sign up or contact

a member of the Christian Mission and Witness Committee. 
There is also a sign up sheet posted on the table in the Narthex. 

We have packing and unloading parties all month long! 
Have your family or group staff an event! 

Hope Food Pantry also distributes a Hygiene Kit every quarter. 
We are asking that donations for the hygiene kits focus on this item:

Shampoo/Conditioner - 2 in 1 Soap
[please note that these should be a single serving or individual size]

Interested in serving on the Christian
Mission and Witness Committee? 

See Susan Winters for details!

Denise Barc
Connie Cwiertniewicz

Cindy Malinowski
Rick Cole

Nancy Fay
Ed & Sue Rogers
Susan Winters

Austin Gill
Cindy Greening

Kent House
Lusk Family
Karen Miller
Joe Marocco

Terri Hillman
Opal Lulek

Rose Marie Mahlmeister
Marge Lentz
Marty Lulek
Susan Nurmi

Pamela Steffens
Tom & Carol Reeser

Jane White
Jon Zalewski

Denise & Jennifer Geml
Noel Kenner

Fallyn Kempkens

HOPE Food Pantry 



FLOWERSFLOWERS

What Are Native Plants?
Native plants are trees, grasses, shrubs and flowers that have evolved over

thousands of years in a particular region. They have become well-adapted to
the physical features and climate of the area. Native plants provide habitat
for a variety of native wildlife including song-birds and butterflies. Because
native plants grow in the wild without human intervention, they are sensible

choices for low-maintenance gardens and landscapes.

Christian Mission and Witness Committee

Common Native Plants
Trees:

Pin Oak, Scarlet Oak, and
Swamp White Oak 
Service Berry
Flowering Dogwood 
Eastern Hemlock

Shrubs:
Button Bush 
Spice Bush
Gray, Silky and Red Osier
Dogwoods
Nannyberry

Flowers:
Purple Coneflower 
Cardinal Flower 
Black-eyed Susan
Blue Lobelia 
Garden Phlox
Butterfly Weed

Using native plants in your yard creates a beautiful, low-
maintenance, and inexpensive landscape. Choosing to use

native plants benefits you and the environment!

LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVE PLANTS
Plant Selection & Landscape Tips for a Beautiful Yard 

and a Healthy Environment

Why Use Native Plants?
Native Plants are adapted to local environmental conditions and thus:

• Need Less Water
• Require Less Mowing and Maintenance Time
• Have Lower Fertilizer and Pesticide Needs

• Provide Food and Shelter for Wildlife
• Add Color and Interest to a Landscape

You can save time and money, as well as reduce negative impacts to local
water resources, by landscaping with native plants!

TREESTREES

SHRUBSSHRUBS

Submitted by Karen Miller
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Family Page

SUMMER

SUN

HOT

BEACH

SANDCASTLE

SWIMMERS

SUNSCREEN

POOL

WATERMELON

SWEAT

WATERPLAY

HEAT

Draw a line to help them find
their way to their friends.

word searchword search



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

* M e m o r i a l  g i f t s  a r e  a p p l i e d  t o

t h e  b u i l d i n g  f u n d ,  a c c o r d i n g

t o  o u r  b y l a w s .  T h a n k  y o u ! !  

On Ju ly  6  we ce lebrated  the

sacrament  o f  Holy  Bapt i sm for  

t h

Cal lan  Je f f rey  Ba ldwin .

Parents :  Adr ienne and  Je f f rey

Ba ldwin

Godparents :  Michae l  Ba ldwin

and Jan ine  Bermudez  

O n  J u l y  2 6  J a n e t  F r a n k  p a s s e d

a w a y .  P l e a s e  k e e p  h e r  f a m i l y  i n

y o u r  p r a y e r s  a s  t h e y  m o v e  t h r o u g h

t h i s  t i m e  o f  g r i e f .  

t h



HOPE CHURCH

PRAYER LIST

HOPE CHURCH
PRAYER LIST

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Jerry and Shannon 

Carol 

David 

Chuck 

Flaherty Family

Family of Connie Bates (Woodham) 

Bruce 

Elaine 

Angie 

Earlene 

Carol 

LaToya’s Parents

Family of Janet Frank

Terri’s brother Rick

Prayer is at the heart of our connection with God.
 As a congregation, we join together in prayer during
worship and carry that spirit into our daily lives. If you
would like to add or remove a name from the Prayer

List, please reach out to the church office. 
In our church lobby, you’ll find a special prayer sculpture

--  a space where you're invited to write down your
prayer requests and hang them as a symbol of shared
faith and hope. As we lift these needs before God, we

are reminded of His loving presence among us. 
Please keep those on our Prayer List in your hearts.

Reach out with a phone call, a card, or a kind note and
continue to hold them in your thoughts & prayers.

We offer a special prayer for those who
keep their concerns and needs to themselves,

hoping that everyone finds the strength,
courage, and patience to navigate their

personal challenges.



HOPE GIVING

*To give Online: 
Visit the Hope UCC Website: WWW.HOPEUCCMI.COM
Select the “GIVE A GIFT” tab and then “GIVE A GIFT HERE”
 
*To give from your Cell Phone: 
Text “HUCCF” to 45777
The site will respond with a link which you can use to route your donation
to a specific fund. 
If you would like to donate to the “General Fund” 
you can simply text: “Gift Amount” followed by “HUCCF” to 45777. 
[For instance, to give $10 text “10 HUCCF” to 45777]
In both cases, you will be directed to our secure payment processing 
center where you will be able to easily walk through the steps to register 
and/or direct your donation. 
(Hint – If using the text method, save this phone number 
in your “Contacts” list to make it easier to access.) 

*To give In-Person: 
We have a donation box in the sanctuary. 
You can mail your gift to the church office. 
You can also drop it off from 9 a.m. -1:30 p.m. M - F 

Your Giving Statement will reflect the total donation. 
Questions? Contact Lori Sarnowski 

There are several ways to provide financial support

to the church, and your contributions are essential

in supporting the ministries of Hope Church.



Six Month Financial Summary



BOTS Meeting Minutes 



BOTS Meeting Minutes 



BOTS Meeting Minutes 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1  2

AA 7-8:30pm

 3

Worship 10am

Holy Communion

 4

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 5

CMWC 12:30pm

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 6

Hope Sparkles

Picnic 1pm-3pm

 7

S/A Choir 7pm

T/B Choir 7:30pm

 8  9

FOOD 

PANTRY 10-12

AA 7-8:30pm

 10

Worship 10am

Hot Dog Picnic

 11

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 12

BOTS 7pm

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 13

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

14

Camp Caring

9:30am-4pm

S/A Choir 7pm

T/B Choir 7:30pm

 15  16

AA 7-8:30pm

 17

Worship 10am

 18

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

Hope Fun Bunch

12pm

 19

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 20

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 21

S/A Choir 7pm

T/B Choir 7:30pm

 22  23

AA 7-8:30pm

 24

Worship 10am

T/B Choir 

 25

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 26

PFLAG 6-8pm

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 27

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 28  29  30

AA 7-8:30pm

 31

Worship 10am

S/A Choir

Rev. Meg Wilson, Pastor & Editor  /  Gail Fellman, Publisher & Editor
Church Office: (586)-296-8760

AUGUST 2025

The Leadership of 
Hope United Church of Christ

Church Staff
PRESIDENT: KIRK SCHOENHERR

VICE PRESIDENT: NANCY BURNHAM

TREASURER: TERRI HILLMAN

SECRETARY: JIM WILSON

NANCY FAY / BRAD LUSK / RICK COLE

CARISSA SPEAR / CINDY GREENING

Board of Trustees 
PASTOR: REV. MEG WILSON 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: GAIL FELLMAN 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: DEBORAH FRONTCZAK 

ORGANIST: PATRICK BAKER 

ACCOMPANIST: DENISE KILDEA 


