
 God Is Love

      Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 1 John
4:7-8

     God is love. How easily we say it; how often we hear it. I wonder if we really
incorporate this truth into our lives. Do we believe it at the core of our being?
     John tells us in this scripture that the origin of all love is in God and that
human love is a reflection of God’s love. He tells us that God’s love is the
creative force in the universe.
     Although we cannot see God, we can see the effect of God’s love
throughout our lives. Holy love becomes visible through the people who have
loved us and the compassion others have shown us. We find evidence of God’s
love when we recognize that we have received grace in our darkest times.
     God’s love has the ability to change us. Even if our personal experiences of
being loved have at times been disappointing, there is within our core, a sense
of yearning. That yearning can be identified as the Spirit of God, which
continues to nudge us to seek out God’s truth in our lives. It has the power to
shape our way of seeing and our way of responding. God love is revealed to us
when our hearts are able to focus on the needs of those around us.
     During February, the month of Valentine cards and heart shaped boxes of
candy, let us remember to whom we first belong. Let us be open to the power
of love to open our hearts. As we read the headlines and as we witness chaos
in our world, may we reflect on the individuals or groups of people we might be
called to have a new level of compassion for. May our words and actions
reflect the love we have been freely given.
     Ash Wednesday is on February 18th. We will pause and remember the
ultimate gift of love. We will spend the 40 days of Lent seeking ways to allow
our lives to reflect the love we have been freely given.

Blessings, 
Pastor Meg
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Chili Cook Off - February 15th
Ash Wednesday Worship at 10am - February 18th
[Ashes and prayer also available from 4-5:30pm]
Annual Congregational Meeting - Sunday February 22  nd

Daylight Savings Begins - Sunday March 8th
Palm Sunday & Egg-stravaganza! - March 29th
Maundy Thursday with Soup Supper  - April 2nd 
Good Friday Worship at noon - April 3rd
Easter - April 5th

Church News

Mark your calendar: 

Ash Wednesday will be on
February 18th.

We will host an Ash Wednesday Service with
refreshments at 10am.

The service will be posted online afterward to
include those who cannot attend in person. 

Walk-in prayer and Ashes 
will be available 

from 4:00- 5:30 that evening.
Whether you're joining us in the morning

watching online or stopping by later in the
day, we invite you to begin the Lenten

season together.



Annual
Congregational

Meeting
February 22nd immediately

following worship we will have
our annual meeting. 

This meeting will be in-person
only. All members are

encouraged to attend. Copies of
the annual report and agenda

will be available soon.

2026 Lenten Study
We will meet on all 4 Wednesdays in March 

It will be on Zoom only at 7pm
Look for more information 

in the email blasts this month.

Church News

February 15th following worship
Bring your famous chili in a crockpot. (no soups) Bring your

tastebuds and join the fun!
We need at least 10 chilis to taste.

We will be awarding prizes for the top winners.

Chili  Cook  Off  2026Chili  Cook Off  2026



Mental Health



Hope Fun Bunch

Tom , President / Ida , Vice President / Joe , Secretary

The last Date for Hope Sparkles Exercise Class was
Wednesday January 28th, 2025. There will be no exercise

class for the month of February, 2025. We will meet again
beginning on Monday, March 2nd, 2025 at 11:00 am.

See you then!
Linda and Marge

Hope Sparkles Exercise ClassHope Sparkles Exercise Class

Groups and Meetings

Our January gathering was 
cancelled due to the cold wintery day. 

If you find yourself looking for
something new in your life come join
us.  We meet on the 3rd Monday of

the month and we would love some
new faces. 

If you are looking for more group
information talk with Tom, Ida  or Joe. 



Please Sign Up for Altar Flowers

We are seeking volunteers to assist with setup, cleanup, and
providing treats for our weekly fellowship gatherings. If you're

interested, please sign up using the sheets located in the narthex
to select an available time slot. Keep in mind that there are two

distinct sign-up sheets: one for contributing treats and another for
hosting, which encompasses both setup and cleanup.

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped in January with Coffee Hour! 

We need you for Coffee Hour Help!

Follow us on Social Media

Have you moved recently or gotten a new phone number or email
address? We'd love to stay in touch, so if any of your contact info
has changed, just give the church office a quick heads-up. That

way, we can make sure you don’t miss out on any updates, events,
or important news!

Help Us Maintain Accurate Church Records

Are you having trouble hearing Pastor Meg's sermon? 
Do you feel the choir could sing a bit louder?

We’re here to help! Our assistive listening system is designed to
enhance your experience. We’ve installed an advanced system 

that can transmit sound directly to your hearing aids via your
smartphone or through a special receiver we can provide.

Additionally, we offer earphones for those who do not use hearing
aids. Don’t miss out on the wonderful messages of God’s good news!

Hearing Assistance Offered at Hope UCC

Church Information

Do you enjoy seeing the flowers on the altar? Sign up to help make
this possible.  Flowers can commemorate any occasion or honor

someone special. You will find the sign-up sheets on 
the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 

Each arrangement costs $20, and you are welcome to take them
home after the service. 

Payments can be made online or in person.



We will gladly 
accept ALL food 

pantry donations. 
HOPE Food Pantry is open 

on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month. 

 Want to volunteer? Sign up
in the Narthex or contact
the Christian Mission and

Witness Committee. We’ve
got packing and unloading

events all month—bring
your family or gather a

group to staff one. 
It’s a great way 

to serve together! 

Please join us in thanking all the volunteers for their hard
work and dedication

Our next drive-thru
pantry day will be:

 Saturday,
February 14th 
from 10 am - 12 pm

Volunteer service hours are 
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

On January 10th, 2026, we held a drive-thru distribution day. We
served 175 families, including 567 individuals. We distributed 14,000

lbs. of food and cleaning supplies. Thanks to all our generous donors,
dedicated volunteers, 

and the Christian Mission & Witness committee, our recent food
pantry distribution was a great success! 

HOPE Food Pantry

Hope Food Pantry will accept any donation. We are asking that this month
donations should focus on these items:

Canned Pasta / Cereal
[please note that these should be a single serving and not bulk size]



THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU! 

The reverse advent bags
were such a success!

Because of your generosity
we had 513 items of socks,

gloves, and hats! They were
donated to Lord of the

Harvest Christian Fellowship.
They will be covering fingers,

toes, and heads all over
Macomb County this winter. 

Again, THANK YOU!!

Lent Blessing Bags
Pick up your blessing bag on
February 22nd in the church
lobby to be filled with your

monetary gifts.  Each blessing
bag is a reminder of

compassion and generosity that
binds us together, especially
during this Lenten season of

reflection and sacrifice.
Please return them on Easter

Sunday, April 5th. 

CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC + CMWC

Christian Mission & Witness Committee



We offer a special prayer for those who keep their concerns and
needs to themselves, hoping that everyone finds the strength,
courage, and patience to navigate their personal challenges.

Prayer is at the heart of our connection with God. As a
congregation, we join together in prayer during worship and carry
that spirit into our daily lives. If you would like to add or remove a
name from the Prayer List, please reach out to the church office. 

In our church lobby, you’ll find a special prayer sculpture --  a
space where you're invited to write down your prayer requests

and hang them as a symbol of shared faith and hope. 
Please keep those on our Prayer List in your hearts. Reach out with
a phone call, a card, or a kind note and continue to hold them in

your thoughts & prayers.

HOPE CHURCH PRAYER LIST

Carol S
David 
Chuck 

Flaherty Family
John 
Elaine
Susan 
Kevin 

Earlene 
Nancy 

Joe 
Carol R
Debbie 

Remember In Your Prayers



To give Online: 
Visit the Hope UCC Website: WWW.HOPEUCCMI.COM
Select the “GIVE A GIFT” tab and then “GIVE A GIFT HERE”
 
To give from your Cell Phone: 
Text "GIVE" to 1-586-571-9003
The site will respond with a link which you can use to route your
donation to a specific fund. You will be directed to our secure
payment processing website where you will be able to easily walk
through the steps to register and/or direct your donation. 
(Hint – If using the text method, save this phone number in your
“Contacts” list to make it easier to access.) 

To give In-Person: 
We have a donation box in the sanctuary. You can mail your gift to
the church office. You can also drop it off from 9 a.m. -1:30 p.m. M - F 

Your Giving Statement will reflect the total donation. 
Questions? Contact Lori 

Numerous ways exist to offer financial support to
the church, and your contributions play a vital

role in sustaining the ministries of Hope Church.

HOPE Giving



Family Page



PFLAG, which stands for Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays, is a national advocacy organization that supports,
educates, and advocates for LGBTQ+ individuals and their
families.

PFLAG-CT warmly invites the Hope UCC congregation to
participate in our monthly support meeting. This gathering will
take place on the last Tuesday of each month from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. 
We deeply appreciate Hope UCC’s support of our chapter, as our
mission focuses on supporting, educating, and advocating for
the LGBTQ community. We welcome you to join us and learn
more about our work.
To stay connected, please visit our website at PFLAGCT.org,
complete the form, and mention Hope UCC. This will add you to
our email list, ensuring you receive notifications about future
meetings.

Thank you once again for your support of our chapter. 
May God bless you.
Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT

Community

PFLAG-CT is sponsoring an LGBTQ+ exhibition at the Anton Art
Center in June and is the lead sponsor! 
They are so honored to have been asked to be this years sole
sponsor for the June exhibit at this years art show! 

Please check it out and consider a donation!
https://givebutter.com/A0vsbu
Thank you for considering this opportunity to support the arts.

Anton Art Center
125 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
Website www.theartcenter.org
Mission: To provide access to experiences 
that enrich all people through creative expression.
Vision: To be the Center of creativity.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
http://www.theartcenter.org/


Thousands of older and disabled adults in our
community struggle daily to get by. For these
individuals a little extra help can make it possible for
them to remain safe and independent in their own
homes. The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program
matches volunteers with frail, homebound and
isolated neighbors who need assistance. If you have
just a couple hours a month that you can give to
someone in need, you can make a huge difference in
the life of a struggling neighbor. You tell us what days,
times and areas are convenient for you, and how you
would like to serve. You can be matched with the
same person for regular visits, or just be on a list for 
occasional rides and chores. 

Volunteers are needed to help with:
Transportation for medical appointments and
essential errands;
Simple chores, yard work and home repairs;
Help with housekeeping and meal preparation;
Friendly visits and supportive phone calls,
Respite breaks for full-time family caregivers,
And other support that can help a frail, older or
disabled neighbor.

Call us at (586) 757-5551 for more info.
[Learn more about our work at www.ivcinfo.org]

REACH OUT IN FAITH

Community



BOTS Meeting Minutes



BOTS Meeting Minutes



Winter Tips



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1
Worship 10am
Holy
Communion

 2  3
AA 7-8pm
OA 7-8pm

 4  5
Handbells 6-7
Choir 7:30-9pm

 6  7
AA 7-8:30pm

 8
Worship 10am

Confirmation
class

 9  10
BOTS 7pm
AA 7-8pm
OA 7-8pm

 11  12
Handbells 6-7
Choir 7:30-9pm

 13  14

FOOD 
PANTRY 10-12
AA 7-8:30pm

 15
Worship 10am
Chili Cook OFF
Confirmation
class

 16
Hope Fun
Bunch 12pm

 17
AA 7-8pm
OA 7-8pm

 18

Ash
Wednesday
10am Service
Ashes & Prayer 
4-5:30pm

 19
Handbells 6-7
Choir 7:30-9pm

 20  21
AA 7-8:30pm

 22
Worship 10am
Annual
Congregational

 23  24
PFLAG 6-8pm
AA 7-8pm
OA 7-8pm

 25  26
Handbells 6-7
Choir 7:30-9pm

 27  28
AA 7-8:30pm
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