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WORDS OF HOPE

God Is Love

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 1 John
4:7-8

God is love. How easily we say it; how often we hear it. | wonder if we really
incorporate this truth into our lives. Do we believe it at the core of our being?

John tells us in this scripture that the origin of all love is in God and that
human love is a reflection of God's love. He tells us that God’s love is the
creative force in the universe.

Although we cannot see God, we can see the effect of God's love
throughout our lives. Holy love becomes visible through the people who have
loved us and the compassion others have shown us. We find evidence of God's
love when we recognize that we have received grace in our darkest times.

God's love has the ability to change us. Even if our personal experiences of
being loved have at times been disappointing, there is within our core, a sense
of yearning. That yearning can be identified as the Spirit of God, which
continues to nudge us to seek out God's truth in our lives. It has the power to
shape our way of seeing and our way of responding. God love is revealed to us
when our hearts are able to focus on the needs of those around us.

During February, the month of Valentine cards and heart shaped boxes of
candy, let us remember to whom we first belong. Let us be open to the power
of love to open our hearts. As we read the headlines and as we witness chaos
in our world, may we reflect on the individuals or groups of people we might be
called to have a new level of compassion for. May our words and actions
reflect the love we have been freely given.

Ash Wednesday is on February 18th. We will pause and remember the
ultimate gift of love. We will spend the 40 days of Lent seeking ways to allow
our lives to reflect the love we have been freely given.

Blessings,
Pastor Meg



Mark your calendar:
Chili Cook Off - February 15th
Ash Wednesday Worship at 10am - February 18th

[Ashes and prayer also available from 4-5:30pm]
Annual Congregational Meeting - Sunday February 22"

Daylight Savings Begins - Sunday March 8th
Palm Sunday & Egg-stravaganza! - March 29th
Maundy Thursday with Soup Supper - April 2nd
Good Friday Worship at noon - April 3rd

Easter - April 5th

Ash Wednesday will be on
February 18th.

We will host an Ash Wednesday Service with
refreshments at 10am.

The service will be posted online afterward to

include those who cannot attend in person.

uﬁec&qwfﬁq_% Walk-in prayer and Ashes
will be available

from 4:00- 5:30 that evening.
‘ Whether you're joining us in the morning
watching online or stopping by later in the
day, we invite you to begin the Lenten
season together.




~ CHURCHNEWS
Chill ceek Off 2026

February 15th following worship
Bring your famous chili in a crockpot. (no soups) Bring your
tastebuds and join the fun!
We need at least 10 chilis to taste.
We will be awarding prizes for the top winners.

2026 Lenten Study

We will meet on all 4 Wednesdays in March
It will be on Zoom only at 7pm
Look for more information
in the email blasts this month.
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February 22nd immediately
' following worship we will have '
our annual meeting.
This meeting will be in-person '
only. All members are

encouraged to attend. Copies of ’ o
the annual report and agenda

will be available soon. ,
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Practice self-compassion.  Make time for yourself. Set manageable goals
Be kind to yourself. Try to Allow time for rest, for yourself. Write goals
limit and course correct Pay attention to when down—they will lead to
your self-judgments. your self-care battery is bigger accomplishments

running low—and take in the end.

the time to recharge.

O TiPs to TAKE CARE
YO MeNTAL HEALTH

Notice the moments of joy in your Gather strength from others &
day—no matter how big or small. build a support system. Countless
When you take time to notice positive other people have faced similar
moments in your day, your experience stresses or challenges. Reach out to
of that day becomes better. friends, family, or a therapist.
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The Six Types of Courage

Physical Courage: To keep going with
resiliency, balance & awareness.

Social Courage: To be yourself
unapologetically.

Moral Courage: Doing the right thing even
when it's uncomfortable or unpopular
Emotional Courage: Feeling all your emotions ; % G
(positive & negative) without guilt or
attachment.

Intellectual Courage: to learn, unlearn and
relearn with an open & flexible mind.
Spiritual Courage: Living with purpose &
meaning through a heart centered approach
towards all life and oneself. , w0
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GROUPS AND MEETINGS .

Our January gathering was
cancelled due to the cold wintery day.
If you find yourself looking for
something new in your life come join
us. We meet on the 3rd Monday of
the month and we would love some
new faces.

If you are looking for more group
information talk with Tom, Ida or Joe.

Tom, President [ Ida, Vice President [ Joe, Secretary

Hope Sparkles Exercise Class

The last Date for Hope Sparkles Exercise Class was
Wednesday January 28th, 2025. There will be no exercise
class for the month of February, 2025. We will meet again

beginning on Monday, March 2nd, 2025 at 11:00 am.
See you then!
Linda and Marge
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GHURCH INFORMATION

Help Us Maintain Accurate Church Records

Have you moved recently or gotten a new phone number or email
address? We'd love to stay in touch, so if any of your contact info
has changed, just give the church office a quick heads-up. That

way, we can make sure you don’t miss out on any updates, events,

or important news!

We need you for Coffee Hour Help!

We are seeking volunteers to assist with setup, cleanup, and
providing treats for our weekly fellowship gatherings. If you're
interested, please sign up using the sheets located in the narthex

)y — | toselectan available time slot. Keep in mind that there are two
g \ -/ distinct sign-up sheets: one for contributing treats and another for
\ pd hosting, which encompasses both setup and cleanup.

~“""Abig THANK YOU to everyone who helped in January with Coffee Hour!

Hearing Assistance Offered at Hope UCC

Are you having trouble hearing Pastor Meg's sermon?
Do you feel the choir could sing a bit louder?
We're here to help! Our assistive listening system is designed to
enhance your experience. We've installed an advanced system
that can transmit sound directly to your hearing aids via your
smartphone or through a special receiver we can provide.

Additionally, we offer earphones for those who do not use hearing
aids. Don’t miss out on the wonderful messages of God’'s good news!

Please Signh Up for Altar Flowers

Do you enjoy seeing the flowers on the altar? Sign up to help make
this possible. Flowers can commemorate any occasion or honor
someone special. You will find the sign-up sheets on
the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.

Each arrangement costs $20, and you are welcome to take them
home after the service.

Payments can be made online or in person.

Follow us on Social Media
YouTube Instagram Facebook

[m] e [m]
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www.hopeuccmi.com @hopeunitedchurchofchrist-c8235 @HopeUCCmi @HopeUCCmacomb




HOPE FOOD PANTRY

On January 10th, 2026, we held a drive-thru distribution day. We
served 175 families, including 567 individuals. We distributed 14,000
Ibs. of food and cleaning supplies. Thanks to all our generous donors,
B Bm mm wdedicated volunteers, ¢ B BE B
and the Christian Mission & Witness committee, our recent food
pantry distribution was a great success!
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We will gladly
accept ALL food
pantry donations.
HOPE Food Pantry is open
on the 2nd Saturday
of each month.

Want to volunteer? Sign up
in the Narthex or contact

Our next drive-thru
pantry day will be:

Saturday,
February 14th

from10 am - 12 pm

the Christian Mission and

got packing and unloading

events all month—bring
Volunteer service hours are
group to staff one.
It's a great way \ /
R« i h o

Please join us in thanking all the volunteers for their hard
Hope Food Pantry will accept any donation. We are asking that this month

[please note that these should be a single serving and not bulk size

Witness Committee. We've
your family or gather a
\ 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
to serve together!
work and dedication
I . donations should focus on these items: . I
B CannedPasta/Cereal W
/




Lent Blessing Bags

Pick up your blessing bag on
February 22nd in the church
lobby to be filled with your
monetary gifts. Each blessing
bag is a reminder of
compassion and generosity that
binds us together, especially
during this Lenten season of
reflection and sacrifice.
Please return them on Easter

Sunday, April 5th.

SHMWEG + CMWE + CMWE + BMWE » CMWE + CMWE + BMWE + SMWE + CMWE

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!

The reverse advent bags
were such a success!
Because of your generosity
we had 513 items of socks,
gloves, and hats! They were
donated to Lord of the
Harvest Christian Fellowship. |.
They will be covering fingers, }7{11:14

toes, and heads all over |
Macomb County this winter.
Again, THANK YOU!!




REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
HOPE CHURCH PRAYER LIST

Prayer is at the heart of our connection with God. As a
congregdtion, we join together in prayer during worship and carry
that spirit into our daily lives. If you would like to add or remove a
name from the Prayer List, please reach out to the church office.

In our church lobby, you'll find a special prayer sculpture -- a
space where you're invited to write downg/our prayer requests
and hang them as a symbol of shared faith and hope.
Please keep those on our Prayer List in your hearts. Reach out with
a phone call, a card, or a kind note and continue to hold them in
your thoughts & prayers.

Carol S
David
Chuck
Flaherty Family
John
Elaine
sSusan
Kevin
Earlene
Nancy
Joe
CarolR
Debbie

We offer a special prayer for those who keep their concerns and
needs to themselves, hoping that everyone finds the strength,
courage, and patience to navigate their personal challenges.




Numerous ways exist to offer financial support to
the church, and your contributions play a vital
role in sustaining the ministries of Hope Church.

To give Online:
Visit the Hope UCC Website: WWW.HOPEUCCMI.COM
Select the “GIVE A GIFT” tab and then “GIVE A GIFT HERE”

To give from your Cell Phone:

Text "GIVE" to 1-586-571-9003

The site will respond with a link which you can use to route your
donation to a specific fund. You will be directed to our secure
payment processing website where you will be able to easily walk
through the steps to register and/or direct your donation.

(Hint — If using the text method, save this phone number in your
“Contacts” list to make it easier to access.)

To give In-Person:
We have a donation box in the sanctuary. You can mail your gift to
the church office. You can also drop it off from 9 am. -1:30 p.m.M - F

Your Giving Statement will reflect the total donation.
Questions? Contact Lori



FAMILY PAGE

7. . v &) &) Q) o
AL A TN N Q"FP
G

fl new commam

, VA%
% One?

il

S | #ave Love you,
SO YOU MUST LOVE ONC ANOTHER.

— Joun B:34 —

L5 NI AI TS ASIE AT AZTE
ATANANRANANA

g
<
mg
g
E
3%

b AITE A6 AJIS AJT6 SIE N3IE

20Y sTPYaleYePeYaleY ofpY e

$2.00.C0 ) & Q0 O
é"\tﬁi LYYy

OBD DD DADAD

>
e



COMMUNITY

\V 0000 0000 000

PFLAG, which stands for Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays, is a national advocacy organization that supports,
educates, and advocates for LGBTQ+ individuals and their
families.

PFLAG-CT warmly invites the Hope UCC congregation to
participate in our monthly support meeting. This gathering will
take place on the last Tuesday of each month from 6 p.m. to 8
p-m.

We deeply appreciate Hope UCC'’s support of our chapter, as our
mission focuses on supporting, educating, and advocating for
the LGBTQ community. We welcome you to join us and learn
more about our work.

To stay connected, please visit our website at PFLAGCT.org,
complete the form, and mention Hope UCC. This will add you to
our email list, ensuring you receive notifications about future
meetings.

Thank you once again for your support of our chapter.
May God bless you.

Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT
PFLAG
\V 0000 0000 000

PFLAG-CT is sponsoring an LGBTQ+ exhibition at the Anton Art
Center in June and is the lead sponsor!

They are so honored to have been asked to be this years sole
sponsor for the June exhibit at this years art show!

Please check it out and consider a donation!
https://givebutter.com/AOvsbu
Thank you for considering this opportunity to support the arts.

Anton Art Center

125 Macomb Place

Mount Clemens, Ml 48043

Website www.theartcenter.org

Mission: To provide access to experiences

that enrich all people through creative expression.
Vision: To be the Center of creativity.

© vivievle, vivievle/ vivle,
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COMMUNITY
REACH OUT IN FAITH

Thousands of older and disabled adults in our
community struggle daily to get by. For these
individuals a little extra help can make it possible for
them to remain safe and independent in their own
homes. The Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers program
matches volunteers with frail, homebound and
isolated neighbors who need assistance. If you have
just a couple hours a month that you can give to
someone in need, you can make a huge difference in
the life of a struggling neighbor. You tell us what days,
times and areas are convenient for you, and how you
would like to serve. You can be matched with the
same person for regular visits, or just be on a list for
occasional rides and chores.

Volunteers are needed to help with:

e Transportation for medical appointments and
essential errands;

* Simple chores, yard work and home repairs;

* Help with housekeeping and meal preparation;

* Friendly visits and supportive phone calls,

* Respite breaks for full-time family caregivers,

* And other support that can help a frail, older or
disabled neighbor.

Call us at (586) 757-5551 for more info.
[Learn more about our work at www.ivcinfo.org]

COUNTY

INTEF{f 7273
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HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST .

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - Meeting Minutes —January 13, 2026

Present: Kirk Schoenherr, Nancy Burnham, Rick Cele, Mancy Fay, Cindy Greening, Terri Hillman, Steve Meilson, Jim
Wilson, and Pastor Meg Wilson (Absent: Brad Lusk)

AGENDA ITEM MINUTES
Call to Order o 7:05pm
Opening Prayer » Pastor Meg
Congregation Comments » MNone
Additions to Agenda = (1) Coffee Hour (2) Vacation Schedules
Approval of Agenda (Motion to Approve) » Steve/Mancy B — approved as amended
Presi ; Welcome back to the BOT Steve Neilson.
resident'’s Remarks - . .
Wishing Mancy and Jim speedy recoveries.
. » Nancy B & Mancy F — December minutes approved as amended
Approval of Minutes (adding Cindy to attendees)
Treasurer's Report » Cindy / Nancy B — December report approved as presented
Unfinished Business » MNone
MNew Business
¢ In follow up to prior discussions, Pastor Meg offered LaToya a
LaToya Young — Pastor Meg part-time Associate Pastor position at Hope, but she feels led in a
different direction. She will remain a member of our church.
Chili Cookoff (Feb 1) — Pastor Meg » Need 2 project leads. Steve will ask his family and get back to
Pastor Meg.
» Pastor Meg received the contract for this approved grant for a
Christian Education position. She requested clarification on a
. couple of items and was satisfied to move forward. A J.’s resume
Mitten Grant update — Pastor Meg will pbe reviewed by the HR Committee for this part-time position,
after which the contract will be forwarded to the Executive
Committee to approve and sign.
(1) Our new renter started Christmas Eve, helding services on
Wednesday and Sunday evenings. They have been respectful of
Renter Updates — Pastor Meg our space & requests. Pastor Meg is the liaison with their Pastor.
(2) We received another opportunity, but the board decided to pass

due to significant scheduling conflicts/little financial recompence.

Motor City Chorale (Apr 19) — Pastaor Meg

The spring concert will start at Ipm with musicians arriving 2pm.
We will offer a simple beverage service afterward so we can clean
up and be ready for our renters’ arrival at Gpm. Steve advised that
our donations for their service are very much appreciated.

Audit Committee - Kirk

The annual audit is scheduled for January 21.

Coffee Hour

In response to an inguiry about compensation for coffee hour
purchases by volunteers, Terri advised we have a budget and our
practice has been to reimburse upon submission of receipts. We
may need to revisit or better communicate our process.

Vacation Schedules

In response to an inguiry about staff time off, Pastor Meg will
request that the HR. Committee review our current policies and
the employee handbook for possible process improvement.

Pastors Report

Hope is in a season of growth, welcoming new members and
enjoying a very full Advent season. Later in 2026, we will have a
special Coffee Hour collection fo support next season's special
music/musicians.

The Spiritual Council will meet later this month; new Council
members will be recruited.

We will host The Detroit Metropolitan Association of the UCC
spring meeting on Apr 25 and are seeking 2 volunteer hosts. We
will provide desserts, beverages, and technical support.

Motion to Approve Consent Agenda ltems

Jim/Terri — approved

Motion to Adjourn

StevelTerri — approved

Closing — Lords Prayer

All




BOTS MEETING MINUTES

Treasurer’s Report
The following items summarize the financial results for the month of December;

Statement of Operations — Income (Page 3):

= Weekly Offerings for December 2025 were 34,831 more than budget and year lo date Weekly Offerings wenre $15,029
more than budget. We also received Special Offerings of $2,750 for Christmas, $210 for Energy, $30 for Church Growth

£110 for Our Church’s Wider Mission, 385 for One Great Hour of Sharing, $100 for Neighbors in Need, $520 for the
Christmas Fund, and $10 for CUE.

+ Investment activity for the Operating Fund in December consisted of $249 in interest on the bank Money Market Savings
Account. Year to date interest was $1,439 - $1,394 over budget - as the bank significantly increased the interest rate on
the Money Market Savings account in 2025.

+  December Operaling Income, comprised of Weekly Offerings plus other Income accounts, was $7,476 more than budge!
and year to date Operating Income was $20,083 more than budget,

Statement of Operations — Expense (Pages 4-6):

* Total Operating Fund Expenses for December 2025 were $478 less than budget, primarily driven by various timing
differences. Year to date Expenses were $8,154 more than budget, mostly due to higher Property, Insurance, and
Administrative costs, partially offset by lower Labor and related expenses.

+ There was an Operating Fund gain (Income less Expense) of $7,978 in December versus a budgeted gain of $25 for the
month. The year lo date Operating Fund loss of $13,535 was $11,939 less than the budgeted loss for the year.

SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS December Year to Date
Operating receipts $34,528 %248, 438
Operating expenses 26,550 261,973

Excess of receipts over expenses

(Expenses over receipts) $ 7,978 $13,535

Dedicated Accounts (Page ¥):
- Dedicated Accounts had Income of 57,218 and Expense of 51,194 for the month, leaving a balance of 5144,610.
Building Fund (Fage 9):

= Hope for the Future December offerings of $1,740 were $165 more than budget and year to date offerings of $16,445
were $1,055 less than budget. We have received Memorials year lo date of $6,956 which was $1,856 more than budge

Investments (Page 9).

=  The securities account had a December gain of $1.184. Year o date the securilies account had a gain of $47,259 whicl
was 537,259 more than budget.

Synopsis of Cash Flow (Income less Expense) December Year to Date
Budgeted Accounts (Operating plus Building

excluding Investments) 39,718 s
Mon-Budgeted Accounts (Dedicated Accounts) 6,024 42 375

Total Cash Flow $15,742 $42 651




WINTER TIPS

A
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Winter Weather Tips

e for your four-legged friends!

It's a common belief that dogs and cats are resistant than people
to cold weather because of their fur, but it's untrue. Like people,
cats and dogs are susceptible to frostbite and hypothermia.

0 Keep Pets Inside

Longer-haired and thick-coated dog breeds, such as huskies and other dogs
bred for colder climates, are more tolerant of cold weather; but no pet
N _ should be left outside for long periods of time in below-freezing weather.

o Provide Choices

1

Just like you, pets prefer comfortable sleeping places e Make Some NOISE!

and may change their location based on their need A warm vehicle engine can be an appealing heat

for more or less warmth. Give them some safe op- source for outdoor and feral cats, but it's deadly. Check
tions to allow them to vary their sleeping place to undemeath your car, bang on the hood, and honk the
adjust to their needs. horn before starting the engine to encourage feline

hitchhikers to abandon their roost underthe hood.

e Play Dress Up!

If your dog has a short coat or seems bothered by the cold weather, consider a sweater or dog coat. Have several on hand,
S0 you can use a dry sweater or coat each time your dog goes outside. Wet sweaters or coats can actually make your dog
colder, Some pet owners also use booties to protect their dog's feet; if you choose to use them, make sure they fit properly.

e Provide Shelter

We don’t recommend keeping any pet outside for long periods of time, %7 15570, &
but if you are unable to keep your dog inside during cold weather, WM Q»g
provide them with a warm, dry, solid shelter against wind. If you're '
able to, consider providing shelters for stray cats in the neighborhood.

0 Be Prepared

Cold weather also brings the risks of severe winter weather,
blizzards and power outages. Prepare a disaster/emergency
kit, and include your pet in your plans. Have enough food,
water and medicine (including any prescription medica-

tions as well as heartworm and flea/tick preventives)
on hand to get through at least 5 days.
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