
        Easter Sunday is more than baskets and bunnies; it’s a day to celebrate our belief
that anything is possible with God. Once we see Jesus for who He is — the Risen Son of
God, we are changed.

        We read about the transforming power in those who witnessed the appearance of
Jesus on that first Easter. Jesus interacted with his followers, sharing meals with them
and allowing them to touch the scars in his hands. The men and women who saw Jesus
after the resurrection could never go back to the way things were before that day. They
were inspired to share the stories that we read in the gospels. They spent the rest of
their lives spreading the message of Jesus. They created communities of believers who
would share the good news and serve others.

        We too desire to be like those early followers; to have our lives transformed by the
deep knowledge of God’s love that we experience on Easter morning. My “go to
scripture” is found in Roman’s chapter 8 verse 39. “neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Easter is the ultimate example that nothing, not even death, can
separate us from God’s unending love.

        As a teen, I had a poster in my room that said, “You can fly but that cocoon has
got to go!” Cocoons and tombs are initially places of darkness and isolation. However,
within that space transformation begins and that results in new life! When we find the
courage and claim our faith then we can embrace our new beginnings through Christ. 

        This Easter Sunday, let us be people whose words and actions demonstrate our
desire to once again be transformed. Let us be people whose lives reflect the good
news. Let us join together to rejoice in the gift of new life! Let us join our voices
together saying the familiar refrain “He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

Easter Blessings,
Pastor Meg
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Mark your calendar: 
Maundy Thursday Worship with Supper - April 2nd

Supper at 6pm & Worship at 7pm

Good Friday Worship at noon - April 3rd

Easter Celebration - April 5th - (Coffee Hour 9am)

Motor City Chorale Spring Concert - April 19th 3pm

Host Spring Meeting DMA - April 25th

Mother's Day - May 10th

Church Baseball Game - June 14th at 1pm

Father's Day - June 21st

Church News

Motor City Chorale Spring Concert
“Music Through the Century Vol. 2"

Join us for the return of the Motor City Chorale Spring Concert at
Hope United Church of Christ on Sunday, April 19, at 3 PM. 

This event showcases a variety of choral music, blending classical
and contemporary selections. The concert is sure to be a memorable
experience for all music enthusiasts, and a free-will offering will be

available for those who wish to support this fantastic group.
Celebrate the arrival of spring with the inspiring 

melodies of the Motor City Chorale!



Church News

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helps with Coffee Hour! 

Hope Church Coffee Hour Fellowship

We are blessed to have a group of faithful coffee hour volunteers. Each

week coffee hour offers a time to meet new people and connect with

church friends. The cost of the goodies is funded by donations.  Please

sign up to bring a sweet treat or a savory item. The sign-up sheet is on

the welcome table. Let’s keep a good thing going!

We have a new family attending Hope Church.
Steve and JoAnne and their youngest two children Jaxon and Carter.

A few weeks ago, during the children’s message, Pastor Meg introduced the
boys. Jaxon has some very rare medical conditions, and he will eventually

lose his vision among other health concerns. In many ways he is a typical kid.
He also loves to swim and do crafts. His brother Carter is a very active boy

who loves playing outdoors on his trampoline.
Jaxon is making and selling bracelets for $7.00 that say Be Kind and have
braille on them. He plans to use the funds he raises to purchase a braille

computer. Each of the children in Sunday School received a bracelet. If you
would like to purchase a bracelet and help Jaxon reach his goal you can

purchase one in the church office.
Please make sure you welcome the family and all of our visitors.

We are excited to be a welcoming church community.

Be Kind Bracelets

Coffee Hour Gang!! St. Patricks Day fun!



Church News

Thank you to everyone who has agreed 

to participate in all the events during Holy Week! 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday 

are Holy days full of emotion and deep faith. Hope Church has

developed meaningful traditions which allow us to come together

to experience the beauty of this season. We have created a variety

of opportunities to help people connect to the story of our faith.

These events require several people to volunteer 

their time and effort. 

The Board and staff appreciate our committed team 

who unites to make all the worship services 

and meals come together! 

THANK YOU!

Your Board of Trustees is considering a fund-raising opportunity, and we are reaching
out to see if any of our members are interested in participating. We are proposing a
Church Wide Yard Sale. The date is not selected as we are trying to determine if
there is any interest.
Here is the basic outline:

The yard sale would be a one-day event, to probably take place inside Fellowship
Hall.
You would bring your items and price your items. Each family would have a table.
You would stay and sell your items. There would be no cost to you to participate.
We would not include clothing.
All proceeds would benefit the church. After the event you may take remaining
items home, or we could arrange to have an organization pick up any left-over
items to benefit their organization.

2026 YARD SALE

After Easter we will have a signup

sheet on the welcome table where

you can indicate if you might be

interested in joining in the fun and

supporting our church! We will let

you know the results of our inquiry.



Please Sign Up for Altar Flowers

Follow us on Social Media

Have you moved recently or gotten a new phone number or email

address? We'd love to stay in touch, so if any of your contact info has

changed, just give the church office a quick heads-up. That way, we can

make sure you don’t miss out on any updates, events, or important news!

Help Us Maintain Accurate Church Records

Are you having trouble hearing Pastor Meg's sermon? 

Do you feel the choir could sing a bit louder?

We’re here to help! Our assistive listening system is designed to

enhance your experience. We’ve installed an advanced system 

that can transmit sound directly to your hearing aids via your

smartphone or through a special receiver we can provide.

Additionally, we offer earphones for those who do not use hearing

aids. Don’t miss out on the wonderful messages of God’s good news!

Hearing Assistance Offered at Hope UCC

Church Information

Do you enjoy seeing the flowers on the altar? Sign up to help make this
possible.  Flowers can commemorate any occasion or honor someone
special. You will find the sign-up sheets on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 
Each arrangement costs $20, 
and you are welcome to take them home after the service. 
Payments can be made online or in person.



Our next drive-thru
pantry day will be:

 Saturday,
April 11th 

from 10 am - 12 pm
Volunteer service hours are

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

On March 14th 2026, we held a drive-thru distribution
day. We served 185 families, which includes 774

individuals. We distributed 16,376 lbs. of food,
cleaning supplies, and hygiene products. Thanks to all

our generous donors, dedicated volunteers, and the
Christian Mission & Witness committee, our recent

food pantry distribution was a great success!  

Hope  Food  Pantry w i l l  acce pt  any  donat ion .  We
are  ask ing  that  th is  month donat ions  should

focus on  these  i tems :
Body soap  /  Face  and  Body  Wi p es

[ p l ease  note  that  these  should  b e  a  s ingle  serv ing  and  not  bulk  s i z e ]

Please  jo in  us  i n  thank ing  all  the  volunteers
for the ir  hard  work and  ded i cat ion ! !

Want to volunteer? Sign up in the
Narthex or contact the Christian
Mission and Witness Committee.
We’ve got packing and unloading

events all month—bring your
family or gather a group to staff
one. It’s a great way to serve

together! We will gladly accept
ALL food pantry donations. HOPE

Food Pantry is open on the 2nd
Saturday of each month. 

HOPE Food Pantry



Lent Blessing Bags
Please return your blessing bag on 

Easter Sunday, April 5th. 
This year the funds collected will go into Hope

Church’s Good Samaritan Fund. This fund helps our

own community members who come to us for

financial assistance while facing unexpected hardship. 

CMWC News

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Please consider participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. It's

easy...all you need to participate is an email address and a Kroger rewards card.
Then just shop at any Kroger store, swipe your rewards card, and a percentage of

your purchase will be donated to the Hope Church Operating Account.
If you have access to a computer, you may enroll in the program by entering

http://www.kroger.com into your browser - this is our Kroger number (HS995). If you
have questions or concerns about this program, please call Susan Winters. If you

haven’t signed up, please consider doing so.

April 22nd
In honor of Earth Day lets take time to think about our impact on the earth. There are plenty of small
ways you can make a big difference for the environment. Here are some easy ways to get started:

Plant trees with family or friends.
Adopt a road or park and pick up litter.
Create your own wrapping paper or gift bags out of magazines, scrap cloth or newspaper.
Build a compost bin. Keep a smaller one in your kitchen for easy disposal of food scraps.
Review your previous water, gas and electric bills. Motivate your family to use fewer of these
resources and track the savings together. 
Plant a garden. Even a small container garden can help save on trips to the store.
Join a CSA — Community-Supported Agriculture — to purchase fruits and vegetables from local
farmers and reduce emissions used to transport produce.



Hope Church will have more information available on the welcome table soon and
you can find out more at their website camptalahi.org

Here is the camp schedule. (all camps are the grade your camper has just completed)

Volunteer Work Days 06/16 - 06/18: Come help us wake camp from its winter
slumber and get it ready for our ON-SITE camps this upcoming summer! We need
a little help making sure all of our buildings and outdoor areas are camper ready!
This is a free weekend for anyone of any age and any skill set to come and help
out! 
06/28 - 07/03: CIT Camp (grades 9-11) Being a counselor-in-training (CIT) is a
leadership opportunity for high school students.
07/05 - 07/09: Transgender and Gender Diverse High School Camp (grades 9-12)
07/05 - 07/07: Transgender and Gender Diverse Middle School Camp (grades 6-8)
07/12 - 07/14: Mini Camp (grades K-2nd)
07/12 - 07/17: Junior Camp (Grades 3-5)
07/17 - 07/19: Young Adults Camp (Ages 18-50)
07/17 - 07/19: Family Camp
07/19 - 07/24: Jr. High Camp (Grades 6-8)
07/19 - 07/24: Sr. High Camp (Grades 9-11)

2026 Scholarships: 
To ensure Camp Talahi remains accessible to everyone, we offer several financial
assistance options supported by our generous donor community. Please review the
scholarship opportunities at camptalahi.org to help reduce your registration costs.
How to Claim: Before registering, please email hello@camptalahi.org or text (406)
855-4317 to receive your unique coupon code.

Church News

2026 Camp Talahi2026 Camp Talahi2026 Camp Talahi



Hope Fun Bunch

Hope Sparkles Exercise ClassHope Sparkles Exercise ClassHope Sparkles Exercise Class

Groups and Meetings

This class takes a comprehensive approach to fitness, blending stretching routines,
balance enhancement exercises, and gentle cardiovascular activities. We

incorporate 2-pound weights, provided by the church, for strength-building
workouts. For flexibility training, we use therapy bands supplied by our instructor.

The result of participating in these sessions is a notable enhancement in overall
health and well-being.

Classes are held regularly every Monday from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and every
Wednesday from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Our instructor, Linda Hohf from the Arthritis

Foundation, has a remarkable understanding of our joint and muscle
requirements, customizing our workouts to meet these needs effectively. What
truly makes this Exercise Class unique is “YOU.” All you need to do is “SHOW

UP” for an hour of enjoyment and fitness alongside friends!
The cost is just $1 per person, per class.

Here it is March, three months into 2026, and

our Seniors just met for the first time. The

stormy weather has kept us from gathering.

Looks like the weather is changing into Spring... 

In March, 10 of the faithful enjoyed the

afternoon together. A big thanks to Greg 

for making soup for the gang. I have heard

nothing but praises for Greg the Cook.  Looks

like we will be hoping for more in the future.

Next month we look forward to coneys for

lunch. We are looking forward to seeing all on

April 20th at noon. Come on out Seniors for an

afternoon of fun with the "Bunch".

Submitted by Tom R.



We offer a special prayer for those who keep their concerns and
needs to themselves, hoping that everyone finds the strength,
courage, and patience to navigate their personal challenges.

Prayer is at the heart of our connection with God. As a congregation,
we join together in prayer during worship and carry that spirit into our
daily lives. If you would like to add or remove a name from the Prayer

List, please reach out to the church office. 
In our church lobby, you’ll find a special prayer sculpture --  a space
where you're invited to write down your prayer requests and hang

them as a symbol of shared faith and hope. 
Please keep those on our Prayer List in your hearts. Reach out with a
phone call, a card, or a kind note and continue to hold them in your

thoughts & prayers.

Hope Church Prayer List

Carol 
David 
Chuck 
Jean 

Flaherty Family
John 

Elaine 
Susan W
Susan S
Steven 
Earlene 

Ron 
Angie 

Kansier Family

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS



To give Online: 
Visit the Hope UCC Website: WWW.HOPEUCCMI.COM

Select the “GIVE A GIFT” tab and then “GIVE A GIFT HERE”
 

To give from your Cell Phone: 
Text "GIVE" to 1-586-571-9003

The site will respond with a link which you can use to route your
donation to a specific fund. You will be directed to our secure

payment processing website where you will be able to easily walk
through the steps to register and/or direct your donation. 

(Hint – If using the text method, save this phone number in your
“Contacts” list to make it easier to access.) 

To give In-Person: 
We have a donation box in the sanctuary. 
You can mail your gift to the church office. 

You can also drop it off from 9 a.m. -1:30 p.m. M - F 

HOPE Giving

Numerous ways exist to offer 

financial support to the church, 

and your contributions play a vital role

in sustaining the ministries 

of Hope Church.

Your Giving Statement will reflect the total donation. 
Questions? Contact Lori S



Family Page

This is the day 

that the lord   

has made.       

Let us rejoice 

      and be glad in it! 

           Psalm 118:24 



PFLAG, which stands for Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, is a national
advocacy organization that supports, educates, and advocates for LGBTQ+ individuals and
their families.

PFLAG-CT warmly invites the Hope UCC congregation to participate in our monthly
support meeting. This gathering will take place on the last Tuesday of each month from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. 
We deeply appreciate Hope UCC’s support of our chapter, as our mission focuses on
supporting, educating, and advocating for the LGBTQ community. We welcome you to
join us and learn more about our work.
To stay connected, please visit our website at PFLAGCT.org, complete the form, and
mention Hope UCC. This will add you to our email list, ensuring you receive notifications
about future meetings.

Thank you once again for your support of our chapter. 
May God bless you.
Yvonne Tadajewski, President, PFLAG-CT

Community

Therefore if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f744d9ff5e832afa85e9f27230f9820412780095e00360e3c0676efe8746b56dJmltdHM9MTc2NDgwNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1da8349f-6452-68ec-0b33-21c4653369ca&psq=what+is+PFLAG&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUEZMQUc&ntb=1
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 2

Maundy Thursday

Supper 6pm

Worship 7pm

 3

Good Friday

Worship

12pm

 4

AA 7-8:30pm

 5

[Coffee Hour Before]

Easter Worship

10am

 6

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 7

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 8

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 9

Handbells 6-7

Choir 7:30-9pm

 10  11

FOOD 

PANTRY 10-12

AA 7-8:30pm

 12

Worship 10am

 13

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 14

BOTS 7pm 

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 15

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 16

Handbells 6-7

Choir 7:30-9pm

 17  18

AA 7-8:30pm

 19

Worship 10am

Confirmation class

MotorCity Chorale

Spring Concert 3pm

 20

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

Hope Fun Bunch

12pm

 21

Mulvey North

Condo 6-7pm

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 22

Hope Sparkles

Party 12pm-3pm

 23

Handbells 6-7

Choir 7:30-9pm

 24  25

DMA Sping

Meeting

AA 7-8:30pm

 26

Worship 10am

 

 27

Hope Sparkles

11am-12pm

 28

PFLAG 6-8pm

AA 7-8pm

OA 7-8pm

 29

Hope Sparkles

1pm-2pm

 30

Handbells 6-7

Choir 7:30-9pm
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